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CLIMATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

Account of the Climate of Pennsylvania, and its influence 
on the human body. By Benjamin Rush, M. D. 
Concluded from page 154. 

The air, when dry in Pennsylvania, has a peculiar 
elasticity, which renders the heat and cold less insup- 
portable, than the same degrees of both are in moister 
countries. It is in those cases unly, when summer show- 
ers are not succeeded by northwest winds, that the 
heat of the air becomes oppressive and distressing, from 
being combined with moisture. 

From tradition, as well as living observation, it is evi- 
dent, that the waters in many of the creeks in Pennsyl- 
vania have diminished considerably within these last 
fifty years. Hence many mills, erected upon large and 
deep streams of water, now stand idle in dry weather: 
and many creeks, once navigable in large boats, are now 
impassable, even in canoes. This diminution of the wa- 
ters has been ascribed to the application of a part of 
them to the purpose of making meadows. 

The mean elevation of the barometer in Philadelphia, 
is about thirty inches. The variations in the barometer 
are very inconsiderable, in the greatest changes of the 
weather, which occur in the city of Philadelphia. Du- 
ring the violent and destructive storm, which blew from 
the south west on the 11th of November, 1788, it sud- 
denly fell from 30 to 29 3-10. Mr. Rittenhouse informs 
me, that long and faithful observations have satisfied him, 
that the alterations in the height of the mercury, in the 
barometer, do not precede, but always succeed changes 
in the weather. It falls from the south and south west, 
and rises with the north and north west winds. 

The quantity of water, whicli falls in rain and snow, 
one year with another, amounts to from 24 to 36 inches. 
But to complete the account of variable qualities in the 
climate, it will be necessary to add, that our summers 
and autumns are sometimes marked by adeficiency, or 


by an excessive quantity of rain. The summer and au- 


tumn of 1782 were uncommonly dry. Nearly two 
months elapsed without asingle shower of rain. There 
were only two showers in the whole months of Sept. and 
October. In consequence of this dry weather, there 
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in the river Schuylkill, which had never been observed 

| before, by the oldest persons then alive. On one of 

| them were cut the figures 1701. The atmosphere, du- 

| ring part of this dry weather, was often filled, especially 
in the mornings, with a thin mist,* which, while it de- 
ceived with the expectation of rain, served the valuable 
purpose of abating the heat of the sun. I am sorry 
that Iam notable to furnish the mean heat of eath of 
the summer months. My notes of the weather enable 
me to add nothing further upon this subject, than that 
the summer was *“incommonly cool.” 

The summer of the year 1788 afforded a remarkable 
instance of excess in the quantity of rain, which some- 
times falls in Pennsylvania. ‘Thirteen days ate marked 

| with rain in July in the records of the weather kept at 

Springmill. There fell, on the 18th and 19th of Au- 
gust, seven inches of rain in the city of Philadelphia. — 
The wheat suffered greatly by the constant rains of Ju- 
ly, in the eastern and middle parts of the state. So un- 
productive a harvest in grain, from wet weather, had 
not been known, itis said, in the course of the last se- 
venty years. The heat of the air, during these summer 
| months, was very moderate. Its mean temperature at 
| Springmill was 67.8 in June, 74.7 in July, and only 70.6 
in August. 

It is some consolation to a citizen of Pennsylvania, in 
recording facts, which seem to militate against our cli- 
mate, to reflect, that the difference of the weather in 
different parts of the state, at the same season, is hap- 
pily accommodate¢ to promote an increase of the same 
objects of agriculture: and hence a deficiency of crops’ 
has never been known in any ore year throughout the 
whole state. 

The aurora borealis and meteors are seen o¢casionally 
lin Pennsylvania. Inthe present imperfect state of our 
| knowledge of their influence upon the human body, it 
would be foreign to the design of this history of our 
| climate to describe them. 

Storms and hurricanes are not unknown in Pennsyl- 
| vania. ‘They occur once in four or five years; but they 
| are most frequent and destructive inthe autumn. They 
|are generally accompanied by rain. Trees are torn up 








was no second crop of hay. The Indian corn failed of | by the routs; and the rivers and creeks are sometimes 


its increase in many places, and was cut down for food 
for cattle. Trees newly planted, died. The pasture 
fields not only lost their verdure, but threw up small 


| swelled so suddenly, as to do considerable damage to 
| the adjoining farms. The wind, during these storms, 
| generally blows from the south east and south west. In 


clouds of dust, when agitated by the feet of men, or | the storms, which occurred in September 1769, and in 
beasts. Cattle in some instances were driven many miles | the same month of the year 1785, the wind veered round 


to be watered, every morning and evening.* The 
earth became so inflammable in some places, as to burn 


contrary to its usual course, and blew from the north. 
After what has been said, the characterof the climate 


above a foot below its surface. A complete consumption | of Pennsylvania may be summed up ina few words.— 
of the turf, by an accidental fire, kindled in the adjoin- |} There are no two successive years alike. Even the 
» ing state of N. Jersey, spread terror and distress through | same successive seasons and months differ from each 
a large tract of country., Crabs, which never forsake | other every year. Perhaps there is but one steady trait 


salt or brackish water, were caught more than a mile 


in the character of our climate, and that is, it is uniform- 


above the city of Philadelphia, in the river Delaware, lly variable. 


which is sixty miles above the places in which they are 


To furnish the reader with a succinct view of the 


usually found. Springs of water and large creeks were | weather in Pennsylvania, that includes all the articles 
dried up in many parts of the state. Rocks appeared | that have been mentioned, I shall here subjoin a table 








* It was rematked, during this dry weather, that the | * A similar mist was observed in France by Dr. Frank- 
sheep were uncommonly fat, and their flesh well tasted, | lin, in the summer of 1782. The winter, which ‘suc- 


while ali the other domestic animals languished from the | ceeded it, was uncommonly cold in France, as well as 


want of grass and water. 
Vor, HH. 23 


in Pennsylvania 
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containing the result of meteorological observations 
made for one year, near the river Schuylkill, m the 
neighbourhood of Philadelphia, by aningenious French 
gentleman,* who divides his time between rural employ- 
ments and useful philosophical pursuits. This table is 
extracted from the Columbian Magazine for February, 
1788. Theheight of Springmill above the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, is supposed to be about 70 feet. 

It is worthy of notice, how near the mean heat of the 
year, and of the month of April, in two successive years, 
are to each other in the same place. ‘The mean heat of 
April, 1787, was 54° 3, that of April, 1788, was 52° 2, 
By the table of the mean heat of each month in the 
year, it appears that the mean heat of 1787 was 55° 5 
at ee 

e following accounts of the climates of Pekin and 
Madrid, which lie within a few minutes of the same lati- 
tude as Philadelphia, may serve to show how much cli- 
mates are altered by local and relative circumstances. 
The account of the temperature of the air at Pekin, 
will serve further to show, that with all the advantages 
of the highest degrees of cultivation, which have taken 
place in China, the winters are colder, and the summers 
warmer there than in Pennsylvanfa, principally from a 
cause which will probably operate upon the winters of 
Pennsylvania for many centuries to come, viz. the vici- 
nity of an uncultivated north west country. 

“Pekin, lat. 39° 54, long. 116° 29 W. 

‘*By five years observations, its annual mean tempera- 
ture was found to be 55° S. 


January 20° 75 May 72° 
February 32 June 83, 75 
March 48 | July 84 «8 
April 59 | August 83 





* Mr. Legeaux. 





(SzeeTEMBER 
September 63 | November 41 
October 52 | December 27 


‘*The temperature of the Atlantic, under this parallel, 
is 62: but the standard of this part of the globe is the 
North Pacific, which is here 4 or 5 degrees colder than 
the Atlantic. The yellow sea is the nearest to Pekin, 
being about 200 miles distant from it: but it is itself 
cooled by the mountainous country of Corea, which in- 
terposes between it and the ocean, for a considerable 
part of its extent. Besides, all the northern parts of 
“bina (in which Pekin lies) must be cooled by the vi- 
cinity of the mountains of Chinese Tartary, among 
which the cold is said to be excessive. 

“The greatest cold usually experienced during this 
period, was 5°, the greatest heat, 98°: On the 25th of 
July 1778, the heat arose to 108° and 110°: aN. E. or 
N. W. wind produces the greatest cold; a S. or S. W. 
or S. E. the greatest heat.’’* 

**Madrid lat. 40° 25’ long. 3° 20’ E. 

‘The usual heat in summer is said to be from 75 to 85°; 
even at night it seldom falls below 70°; the mean height 
of the barometer is 26,96. It seems to be about 1900 
feet above the level of the sea.’t 

The above accounts are extracted from Mr. Kirwan’s 
useful and elaborate estimate of the temperature of dif- 
ferent latitudes. 

The history, which has been given, of the climate of 
Pennsylvania, is confined chiefly to the country on the 
east side of the Allegheny mountain. On the west side 
of this mountain the climate differs materially from that 
of the south eastern parts of the state, in the tempera- 
ture of the air, in the effects of the winds upon the 
weather, and in the quantity of rain and snow, which 


* “6 Mem. Scav. Etrang. p. 528.” 
+ Mem. Par. 1777, p. 146. 


METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS, 
MADE AT SPRING MILL, THIRTEEN MILES N. N. W. OF PHILADELPHIA. 


RESULT OF THE YEAR 1787. 
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x THERMOMETER.| BAROMETER. DAYS 
° > os Quantity o 
_ a o) |S |S 
2 | of Farenheit | Mean height #.-$ =) 6} 7) | | Rain& Snow wubhewin 
& = 3) : 
e mean degree, a = = wl mn! @ |. 
D. 1-10 ° | inpts. 1-10 7 ule *|2/E/ 3/5 |in pts. 1-16 
ci-: ~S : 
S|F\F1F/8] - 
“| [al i 
an. srg 299 9 9 Variable, still. |— 7| 1; 4—|3 10 10 Fair, still, cold, and snow. 
Feb. (33 8 29 9 9 N. E. —|3— 3} 2)3 7 3 |Fair, overcast. ' 
March 45 1 239°9 7 Ww. —} 6j—| 3—/2 4 2 |Fair, windy. 
April (54 3 29 9 6 Still, S. W. —| 3} 2) 1) 21 213 _ |Fair, and very dry. 
May (61 2 2 93 Still, W. S.W. | 1/14) 6—j 2/4 11 4 = |Foggy, cold and wet. 
June {70 7 29 8 2 W.N. W. —| 9| 1—'—/1 10 4 _ |Very fairand growing weather. 
July |72 2 29 910  |w. WSW. vari} 1] 5| 2\—|-/3 111 | Fair and overcast. 
Aug. |74 5 2910 6 w. —|11| 4 1]5 2 3 |Very fair and cloudy. 
Sep. 64 7 2910 4 W. N. W. —| 6 i\— 112 7 8  |Fair weather. 
Oct. [51 1 2911 9 W.N. W. vari.| 1 1 710 |Foggy, fair and dry weather. 
Nov. 45 1 29 11 1 Still, variable. | 1) 5\——}—/2 6 10 =| Very fair. 
Dec. 84 0 299 7 «7 W.N. W. ——|—} 1) 1 9 Very fair and very dry. 
10 Feb. great-|8 Mar. greatest 
: est D.ofcold.} elevation. | 
5. 10 | 
_ | 3 July greatest/2 Feb. least el- | TEMPERATURE 
& ! D. of heat. evation. W.N. W. 4'73|12 11) 9/32 8 14 Of the Year 1787. 
> 96 1 29 
: heal Very fair, dry, abundant in 
Variation. Variation. every thing and healthy. 
91 1 1 10 





Temperature. |Mean elevation 
53 5 29 9 9 





1828.) CLIMATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 163 








falls every year. The winter seldom breaks up on the 
mountains before the 25th of March. A fall of snow 
was once perceived upon it, which measured an inch 
and an half, on the 11th day of June. The trees, which 
grow upon it, are small: and Indian corn is with difficul- 
ty brought to maturity even at the foot of the east side 
of it. The south west winds, on the west side of the 
mountain, are accompanied by cold and rain. The soil 
is rich, consisting in many places of near a foot of black 
mould. The roads in this country are muddy in winter; 
but seldom dusty in summer. The arrangement of the 
strata of the earth on the west side, differs materially 
from their arrangement on the east side of the mountain. 
“The country,” says Mr. Rittenhouse, in a letter toa 
friend in Philadelphia, ‘‘when viewed from the western 
ridge of the Allegheny, appears to be one vast, extend- 
ed plain. All the various strata of stone seem to lie un- 
disturbed in the situation in which they were first form- 
ed, and the layers of stone, sand, clay, and coal, are 
nearly horizontal.” 

The temperature of the air, on the west, is seldom so 
hot, orso cold, as on the east side of the mountain. By 
comparing the state of a thermometer, examined by 
Dr. Bedford at Pittsburg, 284 miles from Philadelphia, 
it appears, that the weather was not so cold within 12 
degrees in that town, as it was in Philadelphia, on the 
Sth of Feb , 1788. 

To show the difference between the weather at 
Springmill and in Pittsburg, I shall here subjoin an ac- 
count of it, in both places, the first taken by Mr. Le- 
geaux, and the other by Dr. Bedford. This account is 
unfortunately confined only to the first fifteen days in 
April 1788; but it affords a good specimen of the differ- 
ences of the weather, on the two sides of the mountain, 
in every month of the year. It is remarkable, that in 
five days out of seven, the rain which fell, was on the 
same days in both places. 

Meteorological observations, made at Springmill, 13 miles 
NNW. of Philadelphia, Month of April 1788. 
Rain.| Thun, Weather. 


ee 














overcast, fair. 
overc. windy. 
overc, rainy. 
overcast. 
overcast, fair. 
overc. rainy. 
overc. rainy. 
rainy. 
overc. windy. 
fair. 
very fair. 
1 overc. rainy. 
very fair. [ny. 
1 fair, overc. rai- 
1 foggy, rainy. 
Meteorological observations made at Pitishury, 284 miles 
rom Philadelphia, Month of April, 1788. 
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Day. | Far. Wind. Rain. Thun, Weather. 
1 46 |SW. 1 cloudy. 
2 42 |NE. by N. clear. 
3 43 |SE. i cloudy. 
4 64 |calm. clear. 
5 80 |SE. by S. 1 1 |cloudy. 
6 52 |SW. 1 cloudy. 
7 48 |NE. by N. cloudy. 
8 66 |SE. by S. 1 1 jcloudy. 
9 56 |NW. a N. cloudy. 
10 60 |SW. clou. w. wind. 
il 62 |calm. clear. [wind 
12 67 |SW. cloudy, with 
13 62 |calm. clear. 
14 60. j|variable. 1 cloudy. 
Ww. cloudy. 





From a review of all the facts which have been men- 
tioned, it appears that the climate of Pennsylvania is a 
compound of most of the climates in the world. Here 
we have the moisture of Britain in the spring, the heat 
of Africa in summer, the temperature of Italy in June, 
the sky of Egypt in autumn, the cold and snows of Nor- 
way, and the ice of Holland in the winter, the tempests 
(in a certain degree) of the West Indies in every sea- 
son, and the variable winds and weather of Great Britain 
in every month of the year. 

From this history of the climate of Pennsylvania, it is 
easy to ascertain, what degrees of health, and what dis- 
eases prevail in the state. As we have the climate, so 
we have the health, and the acute diseases, of all the 
countries that have been mentioned. Without attempt- 
ing to enumerate the diseases, I shall only add a few 
words upon the time and manner in which they are 
produced. 


I. It appears, from the testimonies of many aged per- 
sons, that pleurisies and inflammatory disorders of all 
kinds, are less frequent now than they were forty and 
fifty years ago. 

II. Itis a well known fact, that intermitting and bilious 
fevers have increased in Pennsylvania, in proportion as 
the country has been cleared of tts wood, in many parts 
of the state. 

III. It is equally certain, that these fevers have lessen- 
ed or disappeared, in proportion as the country has 
been cultivated. 

IV. Heavy rains and freshes in the spring seldom pro- 
duce fevers, unless they be succeeded by unseasonably 
warm weather. 

V. Sudden changes from great heat to cold, or cool 
weather, if they occur before the 20th August, seldom 
produce fevers. After that time, they are generally fol- 
lowed by them. 

VI. The same state of the atmosphere, whether cold 
or warm, moist or dry, continued for along time with- 
out any material changes, is always healthy. Acute and 
inflammatory fevers were in vain looked for in the cold 
winter of 1779-80. The dry summer of 1782, and the 
wet summer of 1788, were likewise uncommonly heal- 
thy, in the city of Philadelphia. These facts extend 
only to those diseases which depend upon the sensible 
qualities of the air. Diseases from miasmata and conta- 
gion, are less influenced by the uniformity of the wea- 
ther. ‘The autumn of 1780 was very sickly in Philadel- 
phia, from the peculiar situation of the grounds in the 
neighbourhood, while the country was uncommonly 
healthy. The dry summer and autumn of 1782, were 
uncommonly sickly in the country, from the extensive 
sources of morbid exhalation, which were left by the di- 
minution of the waters in the creeks and rivers. 


VII. Diseases are often generated in one season, and 
produced in another. Hence we frequently observe fe- 


| vers of different kinds to follow every species of the 
| weather, which has been mentioned in the last observa- 


| tion. 
| WII. The excessive heat in Pennsylvania, has some- 


| times proved fatal, to persons who have been much ex- 


| posed to it. Its morbid effects discover themselves by a 

| difficulty of breathing, a general languor, and, in some 
instances, by a numbness and an immobility of the ex- 
tremities. The excessive cold in Pennsylvania has more 
frequently proved fatal, but it has been chiefly to those 
persons who have sought a defence from it, by large 
draughts of spirituous liquors, Its operation in bringing 
on sleepiness, previously to death, is well known. On 
the 5th of February 1788, many people were af- 
fected by the cold. It produced a pain in the head; 
and, in one instance, a sickness at the stomach, and a 
vomiting appeared to be the consequence of it. I have 
frequently observed, that a greater number of old peo- 
ple die, during the continuance of extreme cold and 
warm weather, than in the same number of days in mo- 
derate weather. 
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1X. May and June are usually the healthiest months in | 
the year. 

X. The influence of the winds upon health, depends | 
very much upon the nature of the country over which | 
they pass. Winds, which pass over mill-dams and 
marshes in August and September, generally carry with 
them the seeds of fevers. 


phia is much more sickly than the central parts of the 
city, after the 20th of August. 


KI. The country in the neighbourhood of Philadel. | 
| 


XI. The night air is always unwholesome from the | 


REVOLT OF THE PENNSYLVANIA LINE. 
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cape most of those acute diseases which are occasioned 





| by the sensible qualities of the air; and faithful inquiries 


and observations have proved, that they attain to as 
great ages as the same number of people in any part of 
the world. 

REVOLT OF THE PENNSYLVANIA LINE. 

Continued from p. 160. 
Princeton, 5th January, 1781. 
3 o’clock, P. M. 
Sir—You will proceed with all possible despatch to 


20th of August, especially during the passive state of the Philadelphia to send up the auditors of accounts imme- 
system in sleep. . The frequent and sudden changes of | diately, to settle the pay and depreciation of the line. 


the air from heat to cold, (exclusive of its insensible 
qualities) render it unsafe at any time to sleep with open 
windows. ; 

XIII. Valetudinarians always enjoy the most health in 
Pennsylvania in the summer and winter months. The 
spring, in a particular manner, is very unfavourable to 
them. 

- [shall conclude the account of the influence of the 
climate of Pennsylvania upon the human body, with the 
following observations. 

1. The sensations of heat and cold are influenced so 
much by outward circumstances, that we often mistake 
the degrees of them, by neglecting to use such conve- 
niences as are calculated to obviate the effects of their 
excess, A natiye of Jamaica often complains less of the 
heat, and a native of Canada ofthe cold, in their respec- 
tive countries, than they do, under certain circumstances, 
in Pennsylvania. Even a Pennsylvanian frequently com- 
plains less of the heat in Jamaica, and the cold in Ca- 


_ nada, than in his native state. The reason of this is | 
plain. In countries where heat and cold are intense and 


If you meet with the committee from the Governor 
and Council you will please forward them to this place. 
Interim, I am your most obedient, humble servant, 

ANT’Y. WAYNE. 
Mr. Joun Donatpson. 
[On the back.} 
*I think the auditors should come forward, it will 
have a good conciliatory effect. 
Yours, J. REED. 
Hon. Mr. Morris.” 


[N. B. This letter was designed for the committee, 
but as they came over the river, I send it to you to save 
repetition. ] 

Trenton, 3 o’clock, 
Jany. 6, 1781. 

Gentlemen—Neither time nor the limits of a letter will 
permit my entering into a particular detail of the intelli- 
gence received from Princeton. In substance it is that 
the mutineers though acting by system have divisions 


regular, the inhabitants guard themselves by accommo- | may soon lay a foundation of proper reconciliation. I am 


dating their houses and dresses to each of them. The 
instability and short duration of excessive heat and cold 
in Pennsylvania, have unfortunately led its inhabitants, 
in many instances, to neglect adopting customs, which 


| among themselves, and such suspicions of each other as 


surprised to find that they entertained strong aversion 
to many of their former officers, and the tales they tell 
of severities and unobserved promises, have had a great 
effect on the minds of the people of the state, so that 





are used in hot and cold countries to guard against | a vigorous resistance by the militia is doubtful, at least 
them. Where houses are built with a southern or | till provoked by outrage on their property, or by the 
south-western front exposure, and where other accom- | troops advancing to unreasonable propositions, which 
modations to the climate are observed in their construc- | they seem likely todo. I beg leave to communicate in 
tion, the disagreeable excesses of heat and cold are ren- | a few words, my present idea, viz.—to hear their com- 
dered much less perceptible in Pennsylvania. Perhaps | plaints, to promise redress to reasonable ones—to repel 
the application of the principles of philosophy and taste firmly those.of a contrary kind, unless the approach of 
to the construction of our houses within the last thirty or; the enemy should change the face of affairs, and 
forty years, may be another reason why some old peo-| to get the several different claimants to advance their 

le have supposed that the degrees of heat and cold are | separate claims by separate agents as to clothing and 
Ses in Pennsylvania than they were in former years. | what are the real necessaries of a soldier. I shall en- 

2. The variable nature of the climate of Pennsylvania | gage liberally because these they must have to do their 
does not render it necessarily unhealthy. Dr. Huxham | duty—to engage them to admit the old officers to take 
has taught us, that the healthiest seasons in Great Bri- | command if possible and to make no exceptions of par- 
tain have often been accompanied by the most variable | don, but to the murderers of the deceased officers, It 
weather, His words upon this subject convey a reason ! is my present opinion, (but this I would not have influ- 
for the fact. ‘* When the constitutions of the year are | ential on the committee contrary to their own judg- 
frequently changing, so that by the contrast, a sort of | ment) that the negotiation should be first tried on the 
equilibrium is kept up, and health with it; and that es-| part of the state, and if new or further concessions 
pecially if persons be careful to guard themselves well | than I make are necessary, the committee may have the 
against these sudden changes.”’* Perhaps no climate or | opportunity to offer them, fully confiding in the wisdom 
country is unhealthy, where men acquire from experi- | and policy of the committee on such an unhappy occa- 
ence or tradition, the arts of accommodating themselves | sion, that they will not authorize bad examples on other 
to it. The history of all the nations in the world, whe- | lines, for I trust the liberties of America do not depend 


ther savage, barbarous, or civilized, previously to a mix- 
ture of their manners by an intercourse with strangers, 
seems to favour this opinion, The climate of China ap- 
pears, in many particulars, to resemble that of Pennsyl- 
vania. The Chinese wear loose garments of different 
lengths, and increase or diminish the number of them, 
according to the frequent and sudden changes pf their 
weather; hence they have few acute diseases amongst 
them. Those inhabitants of Pennsylvania, who have ac- 
quired the arts of conforming to the changes and ex- 
tremes of our weather, in dress, diet, and manners, es- 





* Observations on the Air and Epidemic Diseases, 
gol. I. p. 5. 








on the caprice of 1500 men, of any state. 

The enemy are not yet out—that circumstance will 
change the face of things exceedingly—especially as 
the troups occasionally turn their eyes to N. York. I shall 
let the committee know what is the result of the after- 
noon’s conference—I mean to go within 4 miles of Prince 
ton this afternoon, where I have written Gen. Wayne to 
meet me, and to inform the troops that I am ready ta 
hear any reasonable complaints decently offered—I shall 
direct my letters to Mr. Barclay, till I am otherwise re- 
quested, and am, gentlemen, 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient, humble servant, 
| Th the Committee of Congress. JOS. REED, 
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LETTER OF GOV. REED TO PROBABLY | and if you do not hear from me by 8 o’clock Monday 
MR. BARCLAY. | morning, you may conclude things are going right. If 

Dear Sir-—The enclosed letter to the committee of! (as I doubt not) the enemy really land and advance, the 
Congress, which was unnecessary by their arrival at this 
place willinform you of my proceeding, till 12 o’clock. 











pear, of which the officers will judge. If I cannot get 
I forwarded my letter to Gen. Wayne requesting him to | these troops to go back or propose terms, I shall, I be- 
meet me 4 miles from Princeton at 4 o’clock this after- | lieve, go round them and try what effect joining the 
noon, and also to let the troops know I should be there | Jersey militia will have. After the Pennsylvania line 
to receive any propositions from them, and redress any | has brought the enemy into this state, it would be un- 
injuries they had sustained, but that after the indignities | pardonable in us not to do every thing in our power for 
offered the Marquis and Gen. St. Clair, I could not put | their protection. 
myself in their power. The light horse who carried| You will please to communicate to the President of 
the letter were civilly treated by the Board of Serjeants, | Congress the whole or such parts of this letter as may 
and permitted to deliver their letter to Gen. Wayne; | be necessary. Having been on horseback all day, I flat- 
whom they soon after sent for, but he refused attending | ter myself that my fatigue will be an excuse for not wri- 
them, upon which they went to him, seemed affected by | ting to him, and especially as it must be merely a repe- 
the letter which was more calculated for them than for! tition. I am with much esteem, Dear Sir, 

Gen. Wayne. They requested it, and promised they Your ob’t. & very 
would make the contents known to the men, but this} Hbb’l. Serv’t. 
they did not do, whether for want of time (Gen. Wayne ‘ JOS. REED. 
having limited the return of it to him in half anhour); p,g. The Pennsylvania officers are assembled at 
or any other cause is not known. However, the men | pennington 8 miles from this. 

heard of it, and expressed a desire to hear it; but the| ‘Trenton, Jan. 6, 1781. 

evening advancing, and Gen. Wayne claiming a right to Past 11 o’clock at night. 

read it himself, it was agreed to meet early in the morn- Z 

ing on the parade of Gen. Wayne to attend for that pur- 








pose. Every body agrees there has been a great change | Elizabethtown 4 Jan’y. 1781: 
to day, and that they are more and more divided, which 5 o’clock in the morning. 
is natural after a few days enjoyment of new and unex- Dear General:—Agreeable to the permission which I 


pected power. They permitted the horsemen to return | received of Mr. L**** that he received of Major Fish- 
and expressed great anxiety to know whether I enter- | bourne,I went over to New York and have just now re- 
tained any unkind sentiments. Some of the serjeants{| turned. Yesterday about 12 o’clock, the British got 
and men took pains to inform the gentlemen privately, | the news of the unhappy disturbance in your camp, 
that they were not fond of the business. In short, a| Nothing could possibly have given them so much plea- 
number of favourable symptoms turned up, that I should | sure. Every preparation is making among them to come 
have had great hopes, if unfortunately the enemy had | out to make a descent on Jersey; I think South Amboy 
not made a movement: of the effects and consequences | is their object. They expect those in mutiny will im- 
of which I am now very doubtful. The enclosed papers | mediately join them. A: person on whom I can rely, 
will convey the whole of our intelligence on that sub- | told me that Captain Lard was ordered to have all the 
ject, and it is indeed alarming; for the troops still pro-| flat bottomed boats ready upon the shortest notice. If 
fess a good disposition against the enemy, they utterly | they come out it will be with considerable force and may 
reject their former officers, except a very few; but pro-| be expected within twenty four hours from this time, 
pose to act under their serjeants, as officers: There are | Sir, I am with great personal respect, 

no signs of British gold, or of British emissaries, except Your humble servant, 

a few serjeants, who have been imprudently raised from 2 “3 

the ranks to that office. These fellows, doubtless, will| Brig. Gen. Wayne. 

do all the mischief they can, but a great majority are} P.S. Dear General:—I have had the above person 
certainly well inclined to the country. I hope by Gen. | present and examined him; therefore, you may rely on 
Wayne’s promise to meet me to morrow, that he is at | the above intelligence. I should be very glad you would 
his own liberty, but he has met with some mortifying | let me know how it is with you, as I have not heard no- 
slights. This incursion of the enemy will induce me | thing from you since night before last. The militia here 
[to] get them down here if possible, and the same rea- | has collected, tolerable for the time they received orders 
son will induce me to take them over the river if there | at this place. 

is the least prospect of the enemy advancing: as I con- | Head Quarters, Elizabethtown, Jan. 4, 1781. 

sider their joining the enemy as a very, indeed a most | Signed, JACOB CRANE, 
deplorable event, to be guarded against at the risque of Lieut. Col. 
every other consequence. They behave remarkably| A true copy. 

well at their quarters, but either refuse admission to all R, Borer. 

their officers or immediately dismiss them except Gen. | Memorandum. There lays in the mouth of Raritan, 
Wayne and the two Colonels, who do not knew whether | a sloop of war supposed to be 16 or 20 guns, a sloop 
they are prisoners or not. As the time and circumstance | thought her tender, a Virginia schooner, a galley and 
did not admit my proceeding in the business this eve-| about 12 or 15 flat bottom boats. A schooner anda 
ning, I returned here, but shall go up in the morning | brigantine, under sail making for the fleet from N. York. 
either to get them to march hither or to meet their com-| The above vesselsare ona line from C ta 
plaints at some short distance from their guards, for it | Billop’s point. 
seems to be a universal opinion, that it is not prudent} From the best accounts I can get, the view of the 
for me to go within their camp, and my own concur in | enemy is to cover the embarkation of the rioters in case 
the present situation of things. Though they take it | they should take a turn towards the line. You may de- 
hard I do not trust them. Every thing necessary for the | pend on it, that Perth Amboy will be their route and 
equipment of a soldier, that is, shirts, shoes, overalls, | not South Amboy, as is conjectured. The country is 
hats, &c. I shall promise liberally, and in the mean time, | open that way, and South Amboy is woody and the em- 
I must beg you would collect by some means or other. | barkation difficult on account of the flats. They can- 
By an enclosed note you will see they lay great stress | not embark here, but at particular times of tide when 
upon it. Iam told, some of them are very shabby; for} they can at Perth Amboy at any time. I saw the 
this purpose, I have sent down Mr. Turnbull. Itis really | agent yesterday and from his discourse I think they 
@ most necessary business at present and must be attend-| have no other object than the revolters and from the 
ed toaccordingly. Tomorrow will be an important day, | situation of the vessels I think Amboy to be the place. 











militia must be called unless a perverse spirit should ap- - 
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To Governor LIvINesToN. 


Dear Governor,—I have this moment received intelli- 
gence by one who may be depended on, that the ene- 
my have this day gone down from New York to Prince’s 
Bay, with their flat bottomed boats, got there about 2 
o’clock, and their armed vessels was coming down also; 
the whole of the troop has marching orders on Staten 
Island, to have 2 pair of stockings, 2 shirts and blanket, 
with three days provision, a few Hessians and part of 
Barton’s Corps is to be left, the whole supposed to go to 
land at South Amboy, tho’ some conjecture they will 
land lower down shore. The enemy is much rejoiced 
at the unhappy news we have in the Pennsylvania camp, 
they have received intelligence this morning, on the 
island, by a man who went over from Woodbridge, that 
the new commandant of the Pennsylvania line would 
join them if he could have an opportunity. This affair 
has stopped the last fleet’s proceeding. This from your 
friend and humble servant, 


MOSES JACQUES, Col. Commandant. 


Head-quarters Elizabethtown, 
January 5, 1781—6 o’clock P. M. 


Elizabethtown, January 5, 1781. 


Dear Sir—I set out from this place yesterday about 11 
o’clock, and proceeded immediately to New York, and 
arrived at that place about 5 o’clock P. M. I again left 
it about half after eleven o’clock at night. During my 
stay there, I took particular care to get the best intelli- 
gence I possibly could collect, both from my own ob- 
servation and our friends. I never saw the British exert 
themselves so much in all my life. Notwithstanding the 
rain, which poured down like torrents, they did not 


slacken their proceedings—they were constantly em- }. 


ployed in embarking on board vessels of about 60 or 70 
tons burden, and smaller, on board of which there goes 
4 or 5000 troops, their destination is for Amboy—I 
think they will be there to day or to night—They are in 
great hopes that the Pennsylvania line, will join them, 
im consequence of which they will use every means in 











be safe this night at the place mentioned—I will see you 
in the morning. Interim I am with much esteem, 
Yr. most obed. humb. servt. 
ANT’Y. WAYNE. 

His Excellency Gov. Reed. 

In Gov. Reed’s writing—N. B. The place mentioned 
in this letter was Pennington—but I did not think it pro- 
per to go there for obvious reasons. 

Princeton, Jany. 6, 1781. 
His Excellency Joseph Reed, 
Governor of Pennsylvania. 


Gen. Wayne having communicated to the committee 
of serjeants convened at his request to represent the 
grievances of the Pennsylvania Line, the purport of 
your Excellency’s letter of the evening of this instant 
signifying some doubt of your safety in meeting him in 
Princeton—but Yr. Excellency need not be in the least 
afraid or apprehensive of any irregularities or ill treat- 
ment that the whole line would be very happy how ex- 
pedient yr. Excellency would be in settling this unhap- 
py affair. 

Weare Yr. Excellencies most obedt. most 
Humbl. Servts. 
[Signed in conjunction.} 
WM. BOUZAR, Sec’y. 


Sir—Those articles of Cloathing which you mention- 
ed yesterday to our board would tend to a great pacifi- 
cation if you would procure them as early as possible as 
the men in general is in great want and profound neces- 
sity tor the same, and therefore should be glad how soon 
you could send us answer in how short time you cam 
procure them. 

Signed by the Board, 
WM. BOUZAR, Sec’y. 

Genl. Warxe—January 6, 1781. 


Head quarters, Princeton, 
~ 6th Jany. 1781. 
Wheh Gen. Wayne is assured that the terms offered 


their power to get them to repair tc their standard, they | by him on the 4th instant will be complied with on the 
take with them twenty pieces of cannon, 18 of which | part of the non-commissioned officers and privates of 


are heavy, 54 engineers carpenters go with them. 
I am with great respect, 
Col: Dayton. 


P. S. Iam almost tired to death, or I would set out 
again immediately—been two nights without sleep, and 
last night so wet that I had not a dry thread on me. 


A STRANGER. 


Memorandum, apparently in Governor Reed’s hand- | 


writing: 
** This letter is wrote by a person who has generally 
_given good intelligence.” 


Brunswick, Jan 6, 1781, 
. 1 Welock, P : M., 

Dear General—By intelligence this moment received 
from Elizabethtown, the enemy have brought a number 
of fiat boats to Prince’s bay, and some armed vessels, 
and that the whole of the troops on Staten Island had 
marching orders, with three days provisions. In case 
the enemy shall invade the state I shall send immediate 
intelligence. 

I remain, with respect, 
Dear Genl. your very humble servt. 


NATHANIEL HEARD, B. G. 
General Wayne. 


Princeton, 6th January, 1781. 
6 o'clock, P. M. 

Dear Sir—I was honoured with yours of this day dat- 
ed Trenton 12 o’clock, and communicated the con- 
tents to the serjeants, Mr. M‘Clenagan and Mr. Nisbet 
will i 


will 


you how matters are—to-morrew morning 


the Penns’a. Line, he will take the proper measures to 
procure an immediate and full supply of shirts, shoes, 
socks, and overalls. 


Bristol, January 6, 1781. 
Sir—The Committee of Congress being informed that 
the troops are about to march to Trenton this night have 
concluded to remain at this place until they receive 
some intelligence from your Excellency; should you 
think it best we will set off immediately on the return 
of this express, or should it appear most adviseable we 


' will remain here till we receive further information from 


his Excellency. 
I have the honour to be most respectfully 
Your Excellency’s most obed. serv. 
By arder of the Committee, » 
JNO. SULLIVAN. 
His Excellency President Reed. 


Letter prepared for Genl. Wayne, but not sent, he 
meeting me on the road. 

Trenton, Jany. 7, 1781. 
7 o'clock, A. M. 

Dear General—I received your favour of yesterday 
by Messrs. M‘Clenachan and Nesbitt, and finding from 
circumstances it was impracticable to see you last night 
or any of the persons I expected, I returned to this 
place for the sake of accommodation—Upon considering 
our affairs I have thought it adviseable to get the troops 
to march to this place 4s soon as circumstances will ad- 
mit—My reasons are these—first, The commiss’rs. in- 
forms me the provisions are nearly exhausted, and the 


ly produce a change of sentiment. You will men have hitherto behaved so well to the inhabitants, 
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that it would be a pity to drive the troops to the neces- 
sity of distressing them, when at this place they may be 
otherwise supplied. Secondly, they will find this town 
more convenient to receive the cloathing, which is pre- 
pared in Philada. and will come up by water. Thirdly, 
They will be nearer to Congress to whom it may be ne- 
cessary to apply in the course of the business, as the 
whole continental army will be affected by the mea- 
sures which may be taken in consequence of this un- 
happy event. Fourthly, I am persuaded the Penns’a. 
Line have the honour of the state too much at heart to 
request their President to attend them, when conveni- 
ence and propriety will make it better on all other ac- 
counts, they should come here, and in this case I should 
be able to be nearer to them than at present——I have 
received a letter from Mr. Bouzar who signs as secreia- 
tary but does not say to whom, but as it is probable you 
can convey my sentiments to him J would wish you to 
infurm him and the persons with whom he acts in con- 
junction, that it is rather a regard to my own station 
which prevents my going into Princeton than any dis- 
trust of them either on the score of safety or good 
treatment. But as itis certain that however just their 
complaints may be,the power now assumed is in opposi- 
tion to the authority of the country, it would I fear give 
offence to the people of the state if I should even pass 
their guards. To prevent any doubt on my part I have 
only brought up a few of the Pennsylvania Light Horse 
to serve as expresses and for intelligence, but far be it 
from me but in the last necessity to ask their service 
against these oir brethren—if they were a more effec- 
tive force than they are. You know my Dear General, 
that I have ever been a soldier’s friend, that I have used 
all my influence to procure them comforts of all kinds, 
and that they really have been more attended to than the 
troops of any other state, which I am sure they will ac- 
knowledge—if we have not done better it is owing to a 
want of means. We hourly.expect great supplies 
from Europe, which would make them easy on the 
score of clothing, and which I do not think they will 
ever want again—Tho’ I must lament the unfortunate 
occasion, I shall with great pleasure hearken to well 
founded complaints, and concur in any reasonable plan 
to accommodate matters to general satisfaction. 
I am, dear sir, 
Your obedient, humble servant, 
JOS. REED. 

P. S. You will be so good as to communicate to the 
Troops my desire that they would proceed to Trenton 
as soon as circumstances will admit. 





January 7, 1780 [81] Daniel Hunt. 
Prepared but not sent as 
Gen. Wayne come before it. 

Dear General—I received your letter last evening 
giving our expectations of meeting you this day. But 
not hearing from you, I have sent againto know whether 
I may expect you and when and whether any persons 
on the part of the troops will make known their com- 
plaints, which will most certainly be redressed on every 
reasonable point: and when any doubt arises the con- 
struction to be in favor of the-soldier. The proposals 
made by them on the 4th inst. seem to form a reasonable 

und of accommodation. The 4th article has been 

ily drawn, their own experience will convince them, 
of the necessity of some alteration. It will be necessa- 
ry also to distinguish those who have freely enlisted for 
the war, otherwise all contract is at an end, and where 
they are requesting an allowance for depreciation agree- 
able tocontract, they certainly will not vindicate a breach 
of contract. We will also agree, upon some equitable 
mode of determining who are so enfisted, which may be 
done ny three persons agreed for that purpose. But 
this will not exclude those from a gratuity proportioned 
to their services. 
and reasonable allowance, and I hope they have too 
much honor and spirit to tarnish their former good con- 
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duct by asking unreasonable things or those which are 
impracticable, Their honorable and patriotic conduct 
this morning will be ever remembered and suitably re- 
warded if nothing unfavorable to their country should 
happen. 
this time, it will be an eternal reproach to'the state to 
which they belong and to which they have done so much 
honor by their bravery; and they must acknowledge 
that when they compare the conduct of the state to them 
with that of most other states, they have been better 
provided than others. Those who after being discharg- 
ed choose to re-enlist will be kindly received, but they 
will be at their liberty to do it or not. 
engage again, they will be allowed furlows to see their 
friends when the circumstances of the army will admit. 
The arrear of pay, depreciation, clothing, &c. I men- 
tioned in my former letter, these will be taken care of 
immediately. 
all the world will condemn them and they will condemn 
themselves; for America will not be lost, if they decline 
their assistance to save her. 


Should they refuse to serve their country at 


If they choose to 


Should they take any rash step after this, 


Iam, Dear Sir, 
Your ob’t hbbl. serv’t. 
JCS. REED. 


Copy of the Propositions sent to the Pennsylvania Line 


by General Clinton, Jan. 7, 1781. 
It having been reported at New York that the Penn- 


sylvania troops and others having been defrauded by 
Congress of their pay, clothing anc provisions, and as- 
sembled for a redress of their grievances, and also that 
notwithstanding the terms of their enlistments are ex- 
pired they have been forceably detained in the service 
where they have suffered every kindof misery and op- 
pression—They are now offered to be taken under the 
protection of the British government tohave their rights 
restored, a free pardon for all former offences and that 
pay due to them from Congress faithfully paid to them 
without any expectation of military service except it 
may be voluntary upon laying down their arms and re- 
turning to their allegiance, for if they will send commis- 
sioners to Amboy,they will there be met by people em- 
powered to treat with them and faith shall be pledged 
for their security. 


It is recommended to them for their own safety to 
move behind South River, and whenever they reqaest 
it, a body of British troops shall protect them. It is 
needless to point out the inability as well as want of in- 
clination in Congress to relieve them or to tell them the 
severities that will be used by the rebel leaders towards 
them. Should they think of returning to their former 
servitude, it will be proved to the commisssioners they 
choose to send that the authority from whence this 
comes is sufficient to insure the performance of the 
above proposals. 

To the person appointed by the 
Pennsylvania Line to lead them in 
the present sfruggle for their liber- 
ty and rights. 

(Copy.) . 

Dear Sir—I have just time to inform you, that the 
troops have rejected with disdain the proposition made 
by Sir Harry Clinton to join his army—that I came here 
this morning and have had the pleasure of meeting Gen. 
Wayne, Col. Stewart and Col. Moylan who have been 
permitted freely to come to me at this place and make 
such a report of the temper of the men as induces me 
to go among them. They express great anxiety for it 
and requested the gentlemenin case I consented to come 
to let them know, that they might turn out the line and 
shew all possible respect. These circumstances have 
changed my resolution of not trusting them, but I think 
they will warrant the risque—the consequences of their 
defection to the enemy are so great and alarming that I 


think nothing ought be left unattempted to improve a | 


a good disposition. Ihave but one life and my country 
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has the first claim for it. I therefore go with the chear- 
fulness which attends performing a necessary though not 
a pleasant duty. With my best regards to the gentle- 
men of the council and respectful compliments to the 
President of Congress with whom I doubt not you com- 
municate. I remain, Dear Sir, 


— [Janeen 


cordingly the same are hereby declared void: where- 
upon the said William Penn did commissionate his kins- 
man, William Markham, governor under him, with di- 
rections to act according to the known laws and usages 
of this government. 

Now, forasmuch as the former frame of government, 


Your ob’t & very hbbl. serv’t. modelled by act of settlement, and chartcr of liberties, 
JOS. REED. | is not deemed in all respects suitably accommodated to 
our present circumstances, therefore it is unanimously 

four miles from Princeton, desired that it may be enacted. And be it enacted by 
Jan. 7, 1781. the governor aforesaid, with the advice and consent of 
P. S. I propose to come out of town again this eve- | the representatives of the freemen of the said province 
ning. and territories, in assembly met, and by the authority of 
( To be Continued._) the same, that this government shall, from time to time, 

consist of the Governor, or his Deputy or Deputies, and 


THE THIRD FRAME OF GOVERNMENT. the freemen of the said province, and territories thereof, 
in form of a council, and assembly; which council, and 


. , ' 
. net the reasons which aneet * necessary and bro’t | assembly, shall be men of most note for virtue, wisdom 
it into existence, see Ebeling’s history. Register, vol. | and ability; and shall, from and after the tenth day of 
i. p. 373. | the first month next, consist of two persons out of each 


The Frame of G ment of the Province of Pennayl- of the counties of this government, to serve as the peo- 


; ne | ple’s representatives in council; and of four persons out 
by Geo, Mi oe ae sy co _ belonging; passed | oF each of the said counties, to serve as their represen- 
. ’ . > « 


’ ; tatives in assembly; for the electing of which represen- 
Whereas, the late King Charles the II. in the three | tatives it shall and may be lawful to and for all the free- 
and thirtieth year of his reign, by letters patent under | men of this province, and territories aforesaid, to meet 
the great seal of England, did, for the consideiations | together on the tenth day of the first month, yearly 
therein mentioned, grant unto William Penn, his heirs | hereafter, in the most convenient and usual place for 
and assigns, forever, this colony or tract of land, thereby | election within the respective counties, then and there 
erecting the same into a province, called Pennsylvania, | to choose their said representatives as aforesaid, who 
and constituting him, the said William Penn, absolute | shall meet on the tenth day of the third month yearly, 
proprietary thereof, vesting him, his deputies and lieu- | in the capital town of the said province, unless the gov- 
tenants, with divers great powers, pre-eminences, roy- ernor and council shall think fit to appoint another 
alties, jurisdictions, and authorities, necessary for the | place. 
well-being and good government of the said province.| And, to the end it may known who those are, that, in 
And whereas the late Duke of York and Albany, &c. | this province or territories, have right of, er be deemed 
for valuable considerations, did grant unto the said Wil- | freemen, to choose or be chosen, to serve in council and 
liam Penn, his héirs and assigns, all that tract of land, | assembly as aforesaid, Be it enacted, by the authority 
which hath been cast or divided into three counties, now | aforesaid, that no inhabitant of this province or territo- 
called New Castle, Kent, and Sussex, together with all | ries, shall have right of electing, or being elected as 
royalties, franchises, duties, jurisdictions, liberties and | aforesaid, unless they be free denizens of this govern- 
privileges thereto belonging; which last mentioned tract | ment, and are of the age of twenty one years or up- 
being intended as a beneficial and requisite addition to | wards, and have fifty acres of land, ten acres whereof 
the territory of the said proprietary, he the said propri- | being seated and cleared, or be otherwise worth fifty 
etary and governor, at the request of the freemen of the | pounds, lawful money of this government, clear estate, 
said three counties, by their deputies, in assembly met, 'and have been resident within this government for the 
with the representatives of the freemen of the said pro- | space of two years next before such election. 
vince, at Chester, alias Upland, on the sixth day of the | And whereas, divers persons within this government, 
tenth month, 1682, did (with the advice and consent of | cannot, for conscience sake, take an oath, upon any as- 
the members of the said assembly) enact, That the | count whatsoever, Be it therefore enacted by the autho- 
said three counties should be annexed to the province | rity aforesaid, that all and every such person and per- 
of Pennsylvania, as the proper territories thereof: and | sons, being at any time hereafter required upon any 
whereas King William, and the late Queen Mary, over | lawful occasion to give evidence, or take an oath, in any 
England, &c. by their letters patent, and commission, | case whatsoever, shall, instead of swearing, be permit- 


D. Hunts—Maidenhead, 





under the great seal of England, dated the twenty first | ted to make his or their solemn affirmation, attest, or 


day of October, in the fourth year of their reign, having 
(for the reasons therein mentioned) taken the govern- 
ment of this said province, and territories, into their 
hands, and under their care and protection, did think fit 
toconstitute Benjamin Fletcher, Govesnor of New York, 
to be their captain general and governor-in-chief, over 
this province and country. And whereas, also the said 
King and Queen afterwards, by their letters patent, un- 
der the great seal of England, dated the 20th day of 
August, in the sixth year of their reign, have thought 
fit, upon the humble application of the said William 
Penn, to restore him to the administration of the gov- 
ernment of the said province and territories, and that 
so much of their said commission as did constitute the 
said Benjamin Fletcher, their captain general, and gov- 
ernor-in-chief of the said province of Pennsylvania, 
county of New Castle, and the territories and tracts of 
land depending thereupon, in America, together with all 
the powers and authorities thereby granted for the ru- 
ling and governing their said province and country, 
should, from the publication of the said last recited let 
4ers patent, cease, determine, and become void; and ac- 
*% 








declaration, which shall be adjudged, and is hereby 
enacted and declared to be of the same force and effect, 
to all intents and purposes whatsoever, as if they had 
taken an oath; and in case any such person or persons 
shall belawfully convicted of having wilfully and cor- 
ruptly affirmed or declared any matter or thing, upon 
such solemn affirmation or attest, shall incur the same 
penalties and forfeitures, as by the laws and statutes of 
England are provided, against persons convicted of wil- 
ful and corrupt perjury. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that all persons who shall be hereafter either elected to 
serve in council, and assembly, or commissionated or ap- 
pointed to be judges, justices, masters of the rolls, she- 
riffs, coroners, and all other officers of state and trust, 
within this governn ent, who shall conscienciously scru- 
ple to take an oath, but, when lawfully required, will 
make and subscribe the declaration and profession of 
their Christian belief, according to the late act of par- 
liament, made in the first year of King William, and the 
late Queen Mary, entitled, An act for exempting their 
majesties Protestant subjects, dissenting from the Church 


a 
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of England, from the penalties of certain laws, shall be 
adjudged, and are hereby declared to be qualified to 
act in their said respective offices and places, and there- 
upon the several officers herein mentioned, shall, instead 
of an oath, make their solemn affirmation or declara- 
tion, in manner and form following: that is to say; 

The form of judges and justices attest, shall be in 
these words, viz: “Thou shalt solemnly promise, that as 
judge or justice, according to the governer’s commis- 
sion to thee directed, thou shalt do equal right to the 
poor and rich, to the best of thy knowledge and power, 
according to law, and after the usages and constitutions 
of this government, thou shalt not be of council of any 
matter or cause depending before thee, but shalt well 
and truly do thy office in every respect, according to 
the best of thy understanding.’ 

The form of the attests to be taken by the masters of 
the rolls, secretaries, clerks, and such like officers, shall 
be thus, viz: 

Thou shalt well and faithfully execute the office of, 
&c. according to the best of thy skill and knowledge; 
taking such fees only, as thou ought to receive by the 
laws of this government. 

The form of the sheriffs, and coroners attest, shall be 
in these words, viz. 

Thou shalt solemnly promise, that thou wilt well and 
truly serve the King, and Governor, in the office of the 
sheriff (orcoroner) of the county of, &c. and preserve 
the King and Governor’s rights, as far forth as thou can 
or may; thou shalt truly serve, and return, all the writs 
and precepts to thee directed; thou shalt take no bai- 
liff, nor deputy, but such as thou wilt answer for; thou 
shalt receive no writs, except from such judges and jus- 
tices, who by the laws of this government, have authori- 
ty to issue and direct writs unto thee; and thou shalt di- 
ligently and truly do and accomplish all things apper- 
taining to thy office, after the best of thy wit and pow- 
er, both for the king and governor’s profit, and good of 
the inhabitants within the said county, taking such fees 
only, as thou ought to take by the laws of this govern- 
ment, and not otherwise. 

The form of a constable’s attest shall be this, viz: 

Thou shalt solemnly promise, well and duly, accord- 
ing to the best of thy understanding, to execute the of- 
fice of aconstable, forthe town (or county of) P. for 
this ensuing year, or until another be attested in thy 
room, or thou shalt be legally discharged thereof. 

The form of the grand inquest’s attest, shall be in 
these words, viz: 

Thou shalt diligently enquire, and true presentment 
make, of all such matters and things, as shall be given 
thee in charge, or come to thy knowledge, touching this 
present service, the king’s counsel, thy fellows, and thy 
own, thou shalt keep secret, and in all things thou shalt 
present the truth, and nothing but the truth, to the best 
of thy knowledge. 

This being given to the foreman, the rest of the in- 
quest shall be attested thus, by three at a time, viz. 

- ‘The same attestation that your foreman hath taken on 
his part, you will well and truly keep on your parts. 

The form of the attest to be given to the traverse ju- 
ry, by four ata time, shall be thus, viz. 

You solemnly promise that you will well and truly try 
the issue of traverse between the Lord the King, and 
A. B. whom you have in charge, according to your evi- 
dence. 

In civil causes thus, viz. 

You solemnly promise, that you will well and truly 
try the issue between A. B. plaintiff, and C. D. defen- 
dant, according to your evidence. 

Provided always, and it is hereby intended, that no 
person shall be by this act excused from swearing, who, 
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elections of the said representatives shall be free and 
voluntary, and that the electors who shall receive any 
reward or gift for giving his vote, shall forfeit his right 
to elect for that year; and such person or persons as 
shall give or promise any such reward to be elected, or 
that shall offer to serve for nothing, or for less wages 
than the law prescribes, shall be thereby rendered inca- 
pable to serve in council or assembly, for that year; 
and the representatives so chosen, either for coun- 
cil or assembly, shall yield their attendance ac- 
cordingly, and be the sole judges of the regularity or 
irregularity of the elections of their respective members: 
And if any person or persons, chosen to serve in coun- 
cil or assembly, shall be wilfully absent from the service 
he or they are so chosen to attend, or be deceased, or 
rendered incapable, then, and in all such cases, it shall 
be lawful for the governor, within ten days after know- 
ledge of the same, to issue forth a writ to the sheriff of 
the county, for which the said person or persons were 
chosen, immediately to summons the freemen of the 
same to elect another member in the room of such ab- 
sent, deceased, or incapable person or persons; and in 
case any sheriff shall misbehave himself, in the manage- 
ment of any of the said elections, he shall be punished 
accordingly, at the discretion of the governor and coun- 
cil for the time being. 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that 
every member now chosen, or hereafter to be chosen, 
by the freemen as aforesaid, to serve in council, and the 
speaker of the assembly, shall be allowed five shillings, 
by the day, during his and their attendanee; and every 
member of assembly sha'l be allowed four shillings by 
the day, during his attendance on the service of the as- 
sembly; andthat every member of council, and assem- 
bly, shall be allowed towards their travelling charges, 
after the rate of two pence each mile, both going to, 
and coming from, the place where the council, and as- 
sembly, is or shall be held; all which sums shall be paid 
yearly out of the county levies, by the county receivers 
respectively. : 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the Governor or his Deputy shall always preside 
in the Council, and that he shall at no time perform any 
public act of state whatsoever, that shall or may relate 
unto the Justice, Treasury, or Trade of the Province, 
and Territories, but by and with the advice and consent 
of the couneil thereof, or major part of them that shall 
be present. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That all the Sheriffs, and Clerks, of the respective coun- 
ties of the said Province, and Territories, who are, or 
shall be, commissionated, shall give good and sufficient 
security to the Governors, for answering the king, and 
his people, in matters relating to the said offices respee- 
tively. 

ia be it further enacted by the anthority aforesaid, 
That the Council, in all matters of moment; as about 
erecting Courts of Justice, sitting in judgment upon 
persons impeached, and upon bills and other matters, 
that may be from time to time presented by the Assem- 
bly, not less than two thirds shall make a quorum; and 
that the consent and approbation of the majority of that 
quorum shall be had in all such cases and matters of mo- 
ment; and that in cases of less moment, not less than one 
third of the whole shall make a quorum, the majority of 
which shall and may always determine in all such mat- 
ters of lesser moment as are not above specified: And irt 
case the Governor’s power shall hereafter happen to be 
in the Council, a President shall then be chosen out of 
themselves, by two thirds, or the major part of them; 
which President shall therein preside. 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 


by the acts of parliament for trade and navigaticn, are, | the Governor and Council, shall take care that all.the 


or shall be, required to take an oath. 
And, that elections may not be corruptly managed, on 
which the good of the government so much depends, 
Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all 
Vor. II. 24 


laws, statutes, and ordinances, which shall at any time 
be made within the said Province, and Territories, be 
duly and diligently executed. 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
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the Governor and Council, shall at all times have the | 
care of the peace of this Province, and Territories there- 
of, and that nothing be, by any persons, attempted to 
the subversion of this frame of government. 


And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, | 
That the Governor, and Council, for the time being, | 
shall, at all times, settle and order the situation of all 
cities, and market towns, modelling therein all public 

‘ buildings, streets, and market places, and shall appoint 
all public landing places, of the towns of this Province 
and Territories: And if any man’s property shall be 
judged by the Governor, and Council, to be commodious | 
for such landing place, in the said towns, and that the 
same be by them appointed as such, that the owner 
shall have such reasonable satisfaction given him for the 
same as the Governor and Council shall see meet, to be 
paid by the said respective towns. 


Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
the Governor and Conncil shall, at all times, have power 
to inspect the management of the public treasury, and 
punish those who shall convert any part thereof to any 
other use than what hath been agreed upon by the Go- 
vernor, Council, and Assembly. 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
the Governor and Council shall erect and order all pub- 
lic houses, and encourage and reward the authors of use- 
ful sciences, and laudable ins entions in the said Province, 
and Territories thereof. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the Governor, and Council, shall from time to time 
have the care of the management of all public affairs, 
relating to the peace, safety, justice, treasury, trade, 
and improvement of the Province, and Territories, and 
to the good education of youth, and sobriety of the man- 
ners of the inhabitants therein, as aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the representatives of the freemen, whea met in 
Assembly, shall have power to prepare and propose to 
the Governor and Council, all such bills as they, or the 
major part of them, shall at any time see needful to be 
passed into laws within the said Province and Territo- 
ries. 

Provided always, That nothing herein contained shall 
debar the Governor and Council from recommending to 
the Assembly, all such bills as they shall think fit to be 
passed into laws; and that the Council and Assembly 
may, upon occasion, confer together in committees, 
when desired, all which said proposed and prepared 
bills or such of them as the Governor, with the advice 
of the Council, shall in open Assembly, declare his as- 
sent unto, shall be the laws of this Province, and Terri- 
tories thereof, and published accordingly, with this style, 
“‘ By the Governor, with the assent and approbaticn of the 
Freemen in General Assembly met;”’ a true transcript or 
duplicate thereof shall be transmitted to the king’s privy 
council, for the time being according to the late king’s 
letters patent. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the Assembly shall sit upon their own adjourn- 
ments, and committees, and continue in order to pre- 
pare and propose bills, redress grievances, and impeach 
criminals, or such persons as they shall think fit to be 
there impeached until the Governor and Council for the 
time being, shall dismiss them; which Assembly shall, 
notwithstanding such dismiss, be capable of assembling 
together, upon summons of the Governor and Council, 
at any time during that year, two thirds of which As- 
sembly, in all cases, shall make a quorum. 


And be it enacted by thé authority aforesaid, That all 
elections of representat¥es for Council, and Assembly, 
and all questions to be determined by them, shall be by 
the major part of votes. 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
as oft as any days of the month mentioned in any arti- 
cle of this act, shall fall on the first day of the week, 
ocmmonly called the Lord’s Day, the business appoint- 


ed for that day, shall be deferred till the next day, un- 
less in cases of emergency. 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
if any alien, who is or shall be a purchaser of lands, or 
who doth or shall inhabit in this province, or Territories 
thereof, shall decease at any time before he can well be 
denizised, his right and interest therein shall notwith- 
standing descend to his wife and children, or other his 
relations, be he testate or intestate, according to the 
laws of this Province and Territories thereof, in such 
cases provided, in as free and ample manner, to all in- 
tents and purposes, as if the said alien had been deni- 
zised. 

And that the people may be accommodated with such 
food and sustenance as God in his providenee hath freely 
afforded, Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
the inhabitants of this Province, and Territories thereof, 
shall have liberty to fish, and hunt, upon the lands they 
hold, or all other lands therein, not inclosed, and to fish 
in all waters in the said lands, and in all rivers and rivu- 
lets, in and belonging to this Province, and Territories 
thereof, with liberty to draw his or their fish upon any 
man’s lands, so as it be not to the detriment or annoyance 
of the owner thereof, except such lands as do lie upon 
inland rivulets, that are not boatable, or which hereaf- 
ter may be erected into manors. 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
all inhabitants of this Province, and Territories, whether 
purchasers or others, and every one of them, shall have 
full and quiet enjoyment of their respective lands and 
tenements, to which they have any lawful or equitable 
claim, saving only such rents and services for the same, 
as are, or customarily ought to be, reserved to the lord 
orlords of the fee thereof, respectively. 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
no act, law, or ordinance whatsoever, shall, at any time 
hereafter, be made or done, by the Governor of this Pro- 
vince, and Territories thereunto belonging, or by the 
Freemen in Council or Assembly, to alter, change, or 
diminish the form and effect of this act, or any part or 
clause thereof, contrary to the true intent and meaning 
thereof, without the consent of the Governor, for the 
time being, and six parts of seven of the said Freemen, 
in Council and Assembly met. This act to continue and 
be in force, until the said Proprietary shall signify his 
pleasure to the contrary, by some inrtrument, under his 
hand and seal, in that behalf. 

Provided always, and it is hereby enacted, That nei- 
ther this act, nor any other act or acts whatsoever, shalf 
preclude or debar the inhabitants of this Province, and 
Territories, from claiming, having, and enjoying, any of 
the rights, privileges, and immunities, which the said 
Proprietary, for himself, his heirs and assigns, did for- 
merly grant, or which of right belong unto them the said 
inhabitants, by virtue of any law, charter, or grants 
whatsoever, any thing herein contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 
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The law for ratifying and confirming the Aets and Pro- 
ceedings of the Assembly, in 1696; passed by William 
Markham, May, 1697. 

Whereas divers persons within this government have 
expressed their dissatisfaction, both with the proceed- 
ing, and dissolution of the Council, and Assembly, in 
October 1696, insisting that their charteral rights were 
given away thereby, and that all the laws passed the last 
Assembly are void, and of no force, with such like ob- 
jections, that are made use of to obstruct the proceed- 
ings of this Assembly, as also to amuse the people, and 
bring the government into confusion: Now forasmuch as 
it is sufficiently apparent, that by the act passed at the 
said last Assembly, intituled, The Frame of the Govern- 
ment of the Province of Pennsylvania, and the Territo- 
ries thereunto belonging, provision is made against 
such dissolution of Council and Assembly, as is com- 
plained of; and that our charteral rights are so far from 
being taken away, or given away, that they are effec- 
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tually asserted, with sufficient salvos, to preserve the 
people’s just rights and claims to all and every the pri- 
vileges and immunities, granted them by any charter, or 
other grant from the proprietary, in case he should dis- 
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are only to be found in his own narrative compared with 
with the observations of others. In the present case, 
Mr. Linn’s modesty prevented him from being his own 
historian, and peculiar circumstances occasioned his ear- 








approve of the said Frame of Government. ly life to pass over without much observation from 

Therefore for removing and preventing all further | others. We cannot any longer profit by his own recol- 
doubts, scruples, and disputes, concerning the meeting, | lections: the hand is now cold, and the tongue silent, 
sitting, and proceedings of this present General Assem-| which were best qualified to gratify the curiosity of 
bly, Be it enacted and declared, and it is declared and | love or veneration. We only know that he acquired 
enacted by the Governor, and representatives of the | the rudiments of knowledge at an age somewhat earlier 
freemen of the said Province, and Territories, in Coun-| than is customary. He was initiated into the Latin lan- 
cil and Assembly met, and by the authority of the same, | guage while yet a child, and evinced very early a strong 
That the Governor, and Freemen, of the said Province, | attachment to books. On his father’s removal to New 
and Territories, met at Philadelphia, on the tenth day of ; York, when John was only nine years old, he enjoyed 
the Third Month, 1697, and now sitting in General As- | new opportunities of improvement; under several re- 


sembly, are the Council and Assembly of the said Pro- | 
vince of Pennsylvania, and Territories thereunto belong- 
ing, and shall be, and are hereby declared, enacted, and 
adjudged so to be, to all intents, constructions, and pur- 
poses whatsoever, as if this General Assembly had been 
elected according to the rotation of liberties, before 
Colonel Fletcher came to the administration of this go- 
vernment, and as if this present Council and Assembly 
had consisted of the numbers, and had met on the days 
in the said charter, and former act of settlement, limited 
and appointed. 

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the said Frame of Government, and all other the 
acts and laws made and passed at the said last Assem- 
bly, held here in October, and November, 1696, as also 
all other laws formerly enacted, and now in force, and 
not by this General Assembly altered or repealed, are 
hereby declared and enacted to stand and remain in full 
force, and be reputed, observed, adjudged and taken as 
the laws of this government, any law, charter, or usage 
to the contrary, in any wise notwithstanding. 





A SKETCH OF THE LIFE AND CHARACTER 
OF JOHN BLAIR LINN—By Charles B. Brown, Esq. 


John Blair Linn was descended from ancestors who 
originally came from the British islands. They appear 
to have been emigrants at an early period, and to have 
given their descendants as just a claim to the title of Ame- 
rican, as the nature of things will allow any civilized in- 
habitant of the United States to acquire. 

His name bears testimony to the paternal and mater- 
nal stock from which he sprung. His great-grandfather, 
William Linn, was an emigrant from Ireland, who set- 
tled land in the wilderness of Pennsylvania, and whose 
eldest son, William, was the father of a numerous family. 

The father of John Blair Linn received a careful edu- 
eation, which his family enabled him to complete at the 
college at Princeton. He was trained to the ministry, 
in the Presbyterian church, and married, at an early age, 
Rebecca Blair, third daughter of the Rev. John Blair. 
Her brother and uncle were likewise clergymen, and 
the family were eminently distinguished by their know- 
ledge and piety. 

Their eldest son, John Blair Linn, was born in Ship- | 
pensburg, in Pennsylvania, March 14, 1777, at no great | 


spectable teachers. ‘The happiest period of his life, 
however, in his own opinion, consisted of two or three 
years which he spent at a place of education at Flat- 
bush, in Long island. He was in his thirteenth year 
when he left this seminary for New York, where, as 
Columbia College, his education was completed. ; 

Fortunate is that man who has spent any part of his 
early years at a country school, In youth, every object 
possesses the charms of novelty; care and disease have 
as yet made no inroads on the heart, nor stained that 
pure and bright medium, through which the external 
world makes its way to the fancy. The noise, the filth, 
the dull sights and unwholesome exhalations of a city 
are, in consequence of this enchantment, ever new and 
delightful to the youthful heart; but how much is this 
pleasure heightened, when the objects presented to 
view, and by which we are surrounded, are in them- 
selves agreeable! There is something in the refreshing 
smells, the green, the quiet, the boundless prospects of 
the country, congenial to the temper of human beings at 
allages; but these possess ineffable charms at that age, 
when the joints are firm and elastic, when the pulse 
beats cheerily, and no dark omens or melancholy retro- 
spects invade the imagination. To roam through a 
wood with gay companions, to search the thicket for 
blackberries, to bathe in the clear running brook, are 
pleasures which fill the memory with delicious images, 
and are frequently called up to afford a little respite to 
the heart from the evils of our subsequent experience. 

Dr. Linn was indebted to nature for a healthful rather 
than arobust constitution. He wasa stranger to disease 
till after he had reached manhood, and of that constitu- 
tional vivacity which mere health confers, he possessed 
avery large share. His fancy was alive to the beauties 
of nature, and he experienced none of those little vexa- 
tions and crosses, which some lads are doomed to suffer, 
through the malice of school-fellows, the tyranny of 
ushers, and the avarice of housekeepers, Hence, inthe 
latter part of his life, no recollections were so agreeable 
as those of the time he passed at Flatbush, when he re- 
velled in the full enjoyment of health, and its attendant 
cheerfulness. They formed a vivid contrast to that Joy- 
less and dreary state to which disease afterwards reduc- 
ed him. 

He was near fourteen years of age when he returned 
home and went to college. He now entered on ascene 
widely different, in all respects, from that to which he 


distance from the spot at which his father first drew | had been previously accustomed: a new system of scho- 
breath, and where his great-grandfather first established | lastie discipline, a new circle of associates, the sensar 
his residence in the new world. The humble dwelling | tionsand viewsincident to persons on the eve of manhood, 
which was first erected in the forest, still existed, at a] The ensuing four years were active and important 
small distance from that town, and continued for a con-! ones. The moral and intellectual dispositions, which 
siderable time after this, to be inhabited by his great-| men may possibly bring into the world with them, be, 
grand-iather, who lived upwards of ahundred years. | come fixed and settled, and receive their final di- 

It is impossible for his survivors to recount the earli- | rection at this age. When the appetites are vigor- 
est incidents of his life; to trace the first indications of | ous, the senses keen, and the conduct regulated by 
future character and genius; or enumerate the little ud-| temper and passion, rather than by prudence and ex- 
ventures and connexions of his childhood. The juve-| perience, we are most alive to all impressions, and ge- 
nile stages of our moral and intellectual progress, which | nerally take that path which we pursue for the rest of 
are in all cases entertaining and instructive, are so, ina} our days. It was during this period that Mr. Linn’s 
particular manner, when they relate to eminent persons. | taste was formed; and though his moral and professional 
The authentic memorials of any man’s life and character, | views underwent considerable changes afterwards, the 
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literary inclinations which he now imbibed, or unfolded, | course, whether qualified or not, destined to a liberat 
continued to adhere to him for the rest of his life. profession, and the law is generally preferred, because 
His genius now evinced a powerful tendency to poe- | it affords the best means of building up a name or a for- 
try and criticism. What are called the fine writers of the | tune. Mr. Linn was probably influenced in his choice 
age, and especially the poets, became his darling study. | of this path, more because it was honourable and lucra- 
In a youthful breast, the glow of admiration is soon fol- | tive, than because it was particularly suited to gratify 
lowed by the zeal to imitate; and he not only composed | any favourite taste. He does not appear, therefore, to 
several pieces, both in prose and verse, but procured | have applied with much assiduity or zeal to his new pur- 
the publication of some of them in a distinct volume, be- | suit: his favourite authors continued to engage most of 
fore his seventeenth year. These performances possess | his attention; and his attachment to poetry acquired new 
no small merit, if we may judge of them by comparison | force, by the contrast which the splendid visions of 
with the youth and inexperience of the writer. They | Shakspeare and Tasso bore to the naked abstractions 
manifest considerable reading, a remarkably improved | and tormenting subtleties of Blackstone and Coke. 
taste, and talents which only wanted the discipline and| He was placed under the direction of Alexander Ha- 
knowledge of age to make them illustrious. milton, who was a friend of his father, and who took 
In a city where there is an established theatre, a young | upon himself, with ardour, the care of perfecting the 
man, smitten with a passion for letters, can scarcely fail | studies and promoting the fortunes of the son. Instead, 
of becoming an assiduous frequenter of its exhibitions. | however, of becoming enamoured of the glory, excel- 
Plays form a large portion of the fashionable literature | lence, or usefulness that environ the names of Murray 
of a refined nation. ‘The highest powers of invention | and of Erskine, Mr. Linn regarded the legal science 
are displayed in the walks of dramatic poetry; and what | every day with new indifference or disgust, which, at 
the youug enthusiast devours in his closet, he hastens | the end of the first year, induced him to relinquish the 
with unspeakable eagerness to behold invested with the | profession altogether. 
charms of life and action on the stage. At that period Before this event took place, he had ventured to pro- 
some performers of merit had been recently imported | duce a dramatic composition, called Bourville Castle, 
from Europe, the theatre was, in an eminent degree, a | on the stage. This performance was one of the many 
popular amusement, and Mr. Linn wasat that age when | dramatic works he had previously concerted, but the 
the enchantment of such exhibitions is greatest. The | only one which was ever performed on the stage. Its 
theatre, accordingly became his chief passion. success was such as had been sufficient to have fixed the 
To austere and scrupulous minds the theatre is high- | literary destiny of some minds. But his dramatic career 
ly obnoxious, not only as hurtful in itself, but as seduc- | was scarcely commenced, when it was entirely relin- 
ing unwary youth into collateral vices and undue ex- | quished. His passion for theatrical amusements yielded 
penses. On this account, such establishments are cer- | place to affections of a more serious and beneficial na- 
tainly liable to much censure. Whether reasonably or and those ee impressions, by which, from 


ae 


not, mankind have always annexed some disrepute to | his earliest infancy, his mind had been occasionally vi- 
the profession of an actor, and hence no one will give | sited, about this time assumed a permanent dominion 
himself to that profession, who cherishes in himself any |overhim. After much deliberation, he determined to 
lively regard for reputation. The odium with which | devote his future life to service in the church. 
any profession is loaded, even though originally ground- | Such a decision,.in a youthful and ardent mind, could 
Jess, has an unfortunate tendency to create an excuse | only flow from deep convictions of duty. The heavy 
for itself in the principles and manners of those who | obligations which every clergyman incurs, the extraor- 
adopt it. To make men vicious, little more is necessary | dinary claims which are made upon him, not only asa 
than to treat them as if they were so. teacher of virtue and religion, but as a living example 
The example of Mr. Linn, however, may lead us to | of their influence, form, to a conscientious mind, the 
distinguish between that admiration for the drama, which | most arduous circumstances of this profession. Consi- 
leads some persons to the theatre, and those dissolute | dered as acalling, by whicha subsistence is to be obtain- 
and idle habits, by which the attendance of others is | ed, and a family reared, its disadvantages are very nu- 
produced, and which evince a taste for the life and man- | merous. He is entirely precluded from any collateral 
ners of the actor, rather than a passion for excellent act- | and lucrative application of his time or talents, not only 
by the constant pressure of his clerical duties, but by 
the general sense of decorum; while the stipend he re- 
ceives from the church is in many cases inadequate to 
decent subsistence, and in no case does it more than an- 
swer the current necessities and demands of a family. 
The clergyman deprives himself of all means of provid- 
ing for the establishment of his children in trade or in 
marriage, or even for the period of age or infirmity in 
himself, by embracing a profession which, in many ca- 
ses, appears to have a tendency to impair his health, and 
to shorten the duration of his life. 


irreproachable; and the impression made upon his fan- 
cy, by the great masters of the drama, seems to have 
contributed to his security from low tastes and vicious 
pleasures, rather than to have laid him open to their in- 
fluence. 

When his academical career was finished, he was 18 
years of age; and it being necessary to adopt some pro- 
fession, his choice, and that of his family, fell upon the 
law. The law leads more directly and effectually to 
honour, power and profit, in America, than any of what 
are termed the liberal professions. Aswe are strangers} In Mr. Linn’s case, these sacrifices were greater than 
to all hereditary distinctions, the road to eminence is | ordinary. There were many circumstances to inspire 
open to all; and while the practice of the law is ex- | his generous mind with unusual and commendable soli- 
tremely lucrative, it tends to bring forth talents and in- | citude for the acquisition of fortune, and his new en- 
dustry into public notice, and to recommend men to | gagements were incompatible with those pursuits, which 
offices of profitandhonour. A young man who, though ‘had hitherto formed his chief passion, and engrossed the 
meanly descended, shows some marks of genius, and | greater portion of his time. Such, however, was the 
has received some degree of education beyond that of | strength of his mind, and the force of his religious im- 
mere reading and writing his native tongue, seldom | pressions, that not only the prospects of power and rich- 
thinks of pursuing any mechanical trade, and if he has | es, but the. more bewitching promises of dramatic po- 
some ambition, he is generally educated to the bar. He | pularity, were renounced with little hesitation or reluc- 
is thus placed in the direct road of that profit and ho- | tance. : 
nour, which waits on polttical popularity, and may put New York was, in some respects, an eligible place for 
in his claim, with more success than the followers of any | prosecuting theological as well as legal studies, but Mr. 
other calling, for a seat in the national councils, and for | Linn weighed its disadvantages and benefits with too 
any official station. The children of persons who are | impartial a hand to allow himself to remain there.— 
feised [above others, by their riches or station, are, of Along with his former habits and pursuits, he perceived 
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the necessity of relinquishing many of his former com- | and from the first presbyterian church at Philadelphia, 
anions, and abandoning the scenes to which he had | than which there were no religious congregations in 
Seas accustomed to resort. His prudence directed him | America, whose choice could be more honourable to the 
to withdraw as much as possible from the busy and luxu- | object of it. 
rious world, and to put far away alf those objects which | _ He finally decided, though not without much hesita- 
were calculated to divert him from the object to which | tion and reluctance; in favour of the latter situation. In 
he had deliberately devoted his future life. | thishe was influenced by many motives besides those, 
With these views he left New York, and retired to | which, in such a case, would naturally operate upon a 
Schenectady. He there put himself under the care of | young mind, eager for distinction. The principal of 
Dr. Romeyn, a professor of theology in the Reformed | these originated in diffidence of his own powers, which 
Dutch Church. His zeal and resolution appear to have | he justly imagined would be subject to less arduous * 





continually increased in favour of his new pursuit. Ex- | trials, as an assistant minister, or co-pastor, than where 
perience, indeed, gradually unfolded difficulties of | 

which he had not been at first aware. The importance 
and arduousness of the part which he had assigned him- 
self became daily more apparent, but these discoveries 
diminished not his zeal, though they somewhat appalled 
his courage. In a letter to his father, written during 
his probation, and after a short visit to his family, he says, 
**When I was in New York, I saw more clearly than I 
had ever yet seen, the road of preferment which I have 
forsaken. I saw more clearly than ever, that worldly 
friendship and favour follow the footsteps of pomp and 
ambition. I hope, however, never to have cause to re- 
gret the choice I have made. I hope to see more and 
more the little worth of earthly things, and the infinite 
importance of those which are eternal. As I have no 
treasures on earth, may I lay up treasures in heaven. 

The disgust which I contracted for the law, might 
perhaps chiefly arise from a sickly and over delicate 
taste. The pages of Coke and Blackstone contained, 
to my apprehension, nothing but horrid jargon. ‘The 
language of the science was discord, and its methods 
the perfection of confusion to me; and this, whether a 
fault in me or not, I cannot tell, but certain Iam it was 
past remedy. But my aversion to the bar had some- 
thing else in it than the mere loathing of taste. I could 
not bear its tricks and artifices, the enlisting of all one’s 
wit and wigdom in the service of any one that could pay 
for them. 

My mind, which has been for a long time restless and | 
uneasy, and continually on the wing, feels already, in 
this state of comparative solitude, that sober and quiet 
peace, to which it has been long astranger. I regret 
not the gay objects of New York, which I have ex- 
changed for the now dreary scenes of Schenectady.— 
The pleasures of my former life were often the pleasures 
of an hour, leaving behind them the anxieties of days 
and of years. A very few excepted, I regret not those 
friends of my early youth, from whom I have removed. 
Friendship is in most cases only a weathercock, shifting 
with the lightest gale, and scarcely stable long enough 
to be viewed. The applause of men I no longer prize, 
and self-approbation becomes every day of greater va- 
lue.” 

In this retreat he pursued his studies assiduously.— 
How he employed his leisure, what books he read, what 
society he enjoyed, and what particular advances he 
made in knowledge or in virtue, in the government of 
himself or his acquaintance with the world, it is not in 
the power of the present narrator to communicate. It 
appears, however, that he indulged himself in some 

oetical effusions, and wrote occasionally some essays 
in prose, which were published in a newspaper of that 
place. Though not unworthy of praise from so young 
a man, their intrinsic merit does not entitle them to pre- 
servation. 
}* He obtained a license to preach from the classis of 
Albeny, in the year 1798, having just entered his twenty 
second year. Having now an opportunity of displaying 
his qualifications of taste, knowledge and piety, the 
world soon became acquainted with his character. His 
merits in the pulpit were enhanced by his youth; a cir- 
cumstance, which while it afforded an apology for some 
exuberances of style and sentiment, imparted lively ex- 
pectations of future excellence. He received calls from 
she presbyterian church at Elizabethtown, New Jersey, 


the sole charge should devolve upon himself. Under 
the auspices of so illustrious a colleague as the late Dr. 
Ewing, he M®ped to enter on his important office with 
fewer disadvantages than most young men are subjected 
to. The errors of youth and inexperience would be 
less fatal, and would be more easily prevented and cor- 
rected, than in a different situation. The paternal treat- 
ment he always received from Dr. Ewing fulfilled these 
hopes, and his decision in their favour was fully jastified 
by the veneration and affection of his people. He was 
ordained, and installed in his office, in June, 1799. 

He had very early bestowed his affections on Miss 
Hester Bailey, a young lady of beauty and merit, daugh- 
ter of Col. John Bailey, a respectable inhabitant of 
Poughkeepsie, in the state of New York. On his set- 
tlement at Philadelphia, he married this lady. The 
fruits of this alliance, which was interrupted by death at 
the end of five years, were three sons, the two young- 
est of whom survived their father.—[ To be Continued. 
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From the recovered Minutes of Council. 

Dec. 1, 1759. The committee appointed to prepare 
a draft of an address to our new governor, laid the same 
before the Board for their consideration, and after some 
amendments were made, it was approved of, and a com- 
mittee appointed to wait on the governor to know when 
and where it would be agreeable to his honour, that this 
Board should attend him. 

It being proposed that an entertainment be provided 
for his honor, the governor, at the expense of this board, 
the same was agreed to; and Alderman Plumstead, 
Thomas Willing and William Bingham, were desired to 
prepare the said entertainment at the lodge, on Thurs- 
day next, and invite the members of assembly and such 
other gentlemen as they should think fit. 

The gentlemen who went on a message to the gover- 
nor, returned and acquainted the Board that he was rea- 
dy to receive them at the house of William Allen, Esq. 
Whereupon, the Board went in a body to wait upon 
him, and the address was delivered by the recorder and 
then presented to his honor in the following words, viz. 

‘**To the honourable James Hamilton, Esq. lieutenant 
governor and commander-in-chicf of the province of 
Pennsylvania, and counties of New Castle, Kent, and 
Sussex, on Delaware. The address of the Mayor and 
Commonalty of the city of Philadelphia. 

May it please your honour,— 

“‘We, the Mayor and Commonalty of the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, do most sincerely congratulate you on your 
appointment to this government and safe arrival among 
us. 

We esteem it a peculiar happiness to the people of 
this province that the government of it is committed to 
a gentleman who has heretofore presided in that station, 
with the strictest honour and integrity. 

The experience we have had of your abilities, your 
steady attachment to the principles of real liberty, and 
your known abhorrence of every species of venality and 
corruption, cannot but give the highest pleasure and sa- 
tisfaction to all those who are true friends to the interest 
of this colony. 

These considerations excite us with grateful hearts to 
acknowledge his majesty’s paternal regard in approving 
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the choice made by our honourable proprietaries, who 
by this appointment have fully evidenced their attention 
to our welfare and the security of our rights, civil and 
religious. 

We sincerely hope, you: Honour’s administration may 
be easy and agreeable to you. And rest fully assured 
that the privileges granted to the corporation of this 
city by that great patron of liberty, our first worthy 
proprietor, will be effectually preserved.” 

To which his honour was pleased to make the follow- 
ing answer: 

**Gentlemen,—I am extremely obliged to you, for your 
affectionate address. The favourable sentiments therein 
expressed of me and of my former administration, give 
me the greatest pleasure and satisfaction. # 

You may not only rely on my protecting the corpora- 
tion in the privileges granted to them by the proprietary 
charter, but on my hearty concurrence with you, for 
whom I have a very great regard, in any measures, 
whereby the honor or interest of this city may be ad- 
vanced.” 

an. 3,1760. The ordinances relating to cording of 
wood, to be collected by a committee. 

Feb. 16,1762. The recorder informed the board that 
the occasion of calling them together was, among other 
thing's to consider the present state of the public streets 
of this city, which were represented to be in great want 
of repairs—that the surplus money arising from the rent 
of the public wharffs, had been for many years past, 
applied to that purpose, but that the magistrates had no 
power without the consent of this board, to agree with 
the assessors in any such application; which frequently 
prevented the magistrates and assessors from agreeing 
upon making repairs that were necessary till the consent 
of this board was obtained; he therefore proposed it 
for the consideration of the board; That hereafter the 
magistrates should havea power of disposing of that 
surplus in conjunction with the assessors without the 
trouble of calling a meeting of this board from time to 
time for this purpose. ‘The board having taken this 
proposal into consideration and deliberated thereon, did 
agree and resolve, That the Mayor, Recorder, and any 
three Aldermen, shall hereafter, in conjunction with the 
assessors of the city have power to dispose of the sur- 
plus of the said wharfage money after defraying the ex- 
pense of repairing and improving the public wharffs; 
rendering from time to time an account to this board of 
every such disposition. 

A beam and scales for the meal market cost, £22 3 0 

Sep. 21,1762. Middle ferry on Schuylkill leased for 
3 years at £200 per annum. 

Oct. 5,1762. Samuel Garrigues petitioning the board 
for an allowance for overlooking the corders of wood and 


nat 


John Lawrence, were appointed to prepare a plan and 
estimate the expense of such an improvement. 

June 4, 1763. The Board having resumed the con- 
sideration of the proposal concerning the Jersey mar- 
ket, and the committee presenting a plan agreeable to 
the directions of the Board at the last meeting: A ques- 
tion was put whether stalls with brick pillars should be 
erected to the eastward of the Court House to begin 
about forty feet from the line of Second street with a 
covering over the whole; and at the end thereof, on 
front street, a building to serve the purposes of a green 
market and an exchange agreeable, or nearly so, to the 
plan exhibited by the committee—Carried in the affirm- 
ative. It being then moved, That part of the expense 
of the said building should be defrayed out of the stock 
in the hands of this Corporation for building an ex- 
change. It was, on debate, resolved, That the sum of 
five hundred pounds should be applied out of the said 
exchange stock for that purpose. 

The mayor, aldermen Mifflin and Willing, Alexander 
Houston, and John Lawrence, were appointed to em- 
ploy workmen and have the stalls and building com- 
pleted as soon as possible. 

It is likewise ordered, That the Treasurer call in 
so much of the exchange-money now at interest as will 
be sufficient with what money now remains in his 
hands belonging to that fund to make up the aforesaid 
sum of 500 pounds. 

October 4, 1763. Thomas Willing elected Mayor. 

It was proposed that as the carrying up the stalls of 
the Jersey market had been hitherto deferred by the 
workmen employed by the committee, and the season 
was now far advanced, it would be more safe to defer 
the work till next spring, which was agreed to by the 
board. 

The committee appointed to get the Jersey market 
built are desired to get that market put into some order 
for this winter. 

The Commissioners of Philadelphia Co having 
made application to this Board for the toatl sum of 
money for finishing the bridge over the Dock in front 
street, they not having completed the collection of taxes, 
and being in want of a present supply of money. The 
Board on considering this as a public work, and that 
there is money in the treasurer’s hands which will not 
be wanted till next spring, agree to lend the Commis- 
sioners Joseph King, Michael -Hillegas, and Abraham 
Dawes, any sum not exceeding £400 for the purpose 
aforesaid, on giving their private bonds to this Corpora- 
tion, payable on the Ist day of April next, without inte- 
rest. The treasurer to charge no commission for paying 
or receiving the money. 

October 31, 1763. The Board agreed to address and 


taking care of the public wharves and fire engines, and | give an entertainment to the Hon. John Pemn, Esq. the 
| new Governor. 


for sweeping and cleaning the market, and ringing the 
market bell. The board do agree to allow the said S. 
G. in consideration of all his services of that sort, the 
sum of twenty five pounds per annum. 

March 14, 1763. Alderman Shoemaker, the Trea- 
surer, on some objections being made to the commis- 
sions of 5 per ct. for receiving, and 5 per ct. for paying 
the money of this corporation, proposed of his own ac- 
cord to reduce those commissions for the future to 24 
per ct. for receiving, and 24 for paying. 

May 27, 1763. It being reported to the board that 
as the Market street to the eastward of the court house 
was now regulating and paving, and the stalls in the 
Jersey market were in a ruinous condition, some repairs 
in the same became immediately necessary. It was 
therefore proposed that the present wooden stalls be 
pulled down and more durable ones erected, and that at 
the east end thereof near Front street, there should be 
a market for greens and roots, erected in sucha manner 
as toanswer the purposes both ofa market and exchange. 
The consideration of this proposal was deferred to the 
next meeting, and in the mean time, the Mayor, Alder- 
men Mifflin, and Willing, and Alexander Houston, and 


November 7, 1763. ‘The humble Address of the 
Mayor and Commonalty of the city of Philadelphia. 

** May it please your Honour— 

‘* The Mayor and Commonalty of the city of Phila- 
delphia beg leave to congratulate your honour on your 
appointment to the government of this province and 
safe arrival in it. 

‘© When we reflect on the many virtues of your wor- 
thy ancestar, our first proprietor and governor, under 
whose forming hand this city and province were settled, 
and to whose wisdom their growth and present flourish- 
ing state are in a great measure owing, we are impress- 
ed with the highest veneration for his memory. Permit 
us sir to assure you that we with pleasure behold the 
administration of this government committed to a gen- 
tleman descended from one so dear to us, and we doubt 
not but you will imitate his great example, by consider- 
ing your own interest and happiness as inseparably con- 
nected with the people over whom you preside. 

‘“‘ Warmed with the pleasing review of virtues so 
amiable and beneficial to this colony, we cannot (con- 
sistent with a due regard to merit) forbear expressing 
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the highest esteem and affection for our late worthy Go- | he was always spoken of as possessing much sarcastic 


yvernor, Mr. Hamilton. Common justice calls upon us to 
acknowledge, that he filled the station with credit and 
honour; and we are persuaded that his whole conduct 
hath been influenced by a sincere attachment to the 
public good. As nothing can be more acceptable to a 
good and generous mind, than that virtue should receive 
the just tribute of praise, we need not apologise to your 
honour for taking this public occasion of manifesting 
our gratitude to your predecessor. 

** We firmly rely on your favour, in protecting the 
Corporation of this city, in the enjoyment of all the 
rights and privileges granted them by charter, and sin- 
cerely wish that your administration may be attended 
with satisfaction to yourself, and lasting advantage to the 
public. 


THOMAS WILLING, Mayor. 

Philada. 7th Nov. 1763.” 

THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY. 

Gentlemen—I return you my hearty thanks for this 
kind and obliging address, and in a particular manner 
for your good wishes for me, and the affection you ex- 
press for my family. 

My predecessor Mr. Hamilton justly deserves the 
character you have given him, and nothing can be more 
agreeable to me than this testimony of your gratitude 
to him. 

The corporation of this city may rest assured that I 
will do every thing in my power to protect them in the 
enjoyment of their rights and privileges.” 

28 November 1763. Expense of entertainment to the 
Governor £203 17 G4. 

Agreed that an order be drawn by the Mayor on the 
Treasurer of this Board for the sum of fifty pounds to 
be paid to the Trustees appointed by the General As- 
sembly for the conveying to this corporation a lot on the 
north-east corner of tle state house square for the erect- 
ing a city hall. 





PHYSICIANS. 
One of the earliest, and one of the most vivid recol- 


lections in this city, by the remniscent, is of the person of | stare, (said he) at strangers, and aged men.” 


old Doctor Chevat, living at the time, directly opposite 
the (now) white swan, in Race, above Third-street. 
He it was, who by his genius, professional skill and per- 
severance, finally perfected those wonderful (atthe time) 
anatomical preparations in wax, which, since his death, 
have been in possession of the Pennsylvania Hospital. 
‘These anatomical preparations, the sight of which is calcu- 
lated to fill the mind with solemn awe, while beholding 
not only the streets, but the lanes, alleys and inner cham- 
bers of the microcosm or little world of man, was beheld 
by the writer, only some few ycars since, forcing back 
uponthe memory, the once aged appearance of the 
Doctor, contrasted with the exertions made by him and 
apparent to every one, who beheld him, to appear ac- 
tive; and sprightly in busines, cleaving, as it were, to 
his “last sand.” This aged gentleman and Physician 
was almost daily to be seen pushing his way inspite of 
his feebleness, in a kind of hasty walk or rather shuffle: 
his aged head, and strait white hair, bowed and hang- 
ing forward beyond the cape of his black old fashioned 
coat, surmounted by a small cocked hat, closely turned 
upon the crown upwards behind, but projectingly, and 
out of all proportion, cocked before and seemingly the 
impelling cause of his anxious forward movements; his 
aged lips closely compressed(sans teeth) together, were 
in continual motion, as though he were munching some- 
what all the while; his golden headed Indian cane, not 
used for his support, but dangling by a knotted black 
silken string from his wrist; the ferrule of his cane and 
the heels of his capacious shoes, well lined in winter 
time with thick woolen cloth might be heard jingling 
and scraping’ the pavement at every step; he seemed on 
the street always as one hasting as fast as his aged limbs 
would permithim to some patient, dangerously ill; with- 
out looking at any one, passing him to the right or left; 


| extant, and written by his son Benjamin, deceased. He 
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wit; and also, for using expletives in his common con- 
versation, in the opinion of those who spoke on the sub- 
ject, to be neither useful nor ornamental. 

An anecdote, strikingly illustrative of the latter, might 
here be given of the Doctor and a member of the Socie- 
ty of Friends, who had lent him his great coat to shelter 
him on his way home, from the then, falling rain. The 
coat was loaned by the Friendto the Doctor, with a 
moral condition annexed; which, upon the return of the 
coat, he declared he had religiously performed,—adding, 
in afacetious vein, a supplemental remark to the Friend, 
descriptive of an unusual propensity he found himself to 
be labouring under, during the whole time he had been 
enveloped in a plain coat; having so said and done, they 
separated on the most friendly terms, with a hearty 
laugh on both sides. Does none remember? 

Dr. Thomas Say, lived in Moravian, now Bread street, 
on the west side, near Arch street. Having to pass that 
way frequently to school, his person became very fami- 
liar. In fair weather, he was to be seen, almost daily, 
standing, dressed in a light drab suit, with his arms gent- 
ly folded, and leaning with one shoulder against the 
cheek of the door, for the support evidently of his rather’ 
talland slender frame—now weakened by age. He 
was the same Dr. Thomas Say, who many years before, 
had been in a trance, of three days’ continuance; durin 
which time, (whether in the body or out of the body, 
he could not tell) he beheld many wonderful matters, 
as is fully detailed, in the “Life of Thomas Say,” now 


was of fair complexion: and his thinly spread hair, of the 
silvery white, slightly curled over, and behind the ears 
in appearance very venerable; in his speech and manner, 
mild and amiable—as is well remembered concerning 
him, while he stood, one day affectionately admonishing 
some boys, who had gazed perhaps too rudely, at 
the aged man, of whom they had heard, probably 
that he had seena vision. He mildly advised them to 
pass on their way—pressing at the same time, and with 
lasting effect, upon the mind of one of them, “‘never to 


The next aged physician of the Old School, was Dr.’ 
, who lived next door to Dr. Ustick’s Baptist 
meeting-house, in Second street near Arch street. The 
Doctor had retired from practice altogether, and was’ 
known to the public eye as an antiquated looking old 
gentleman, usually habited in a broad skirted dark coat 
with long pocket flaps, buttoned across his under 
dress; wearing in strict conformity with the cut of the 
coat, a pair of Baron Steuben’s military shaped boots, 
coming above the knees, for riding: his hat flapped be- 
fore, and cocked up smartly behind, covering a full 
bottomed powdered wig—in the front of which might be 
seen an eagle pointed nose, separating a pair of pierc- 
ing black eyes—his lips exhibiting (but only now and 
then) a quick motion, as though at the moment he was’ 
endeavouring to extract the essence of a small quid. As 
thus described, in habit and in person, he was to be seen 
almost daily, in fair weather, mounted on a short, flat, 
black, switch-tailed horse, and riding for his arnusement 
and exercise, in a brisk racking canter about the streets 
and suburbs of the city. 

His antique study, in the middle back roém, now 
merged in the part of a China Store, then exhibited the 
remains of consultation and practice, in by-gone times. 
Being kept there, one day, waiting, as was thought, an 
undue length of time for his coming down stairs, the 
writer could no otherwise than note the ancient Frank- 
lin open stove, placed within, and under the chimney 
as far as possible;—the labelled vials of various sizes pa- 
raded along the mantle piece, and suspended over all, 
in a black and gilt-edged frame, now soiled by dust and 
age, upon the spacious old fashioned ornamental wood 
work, an engraved likeness of *‘ Horace,” with mottos, 
almost illegible, beneath:—old musty papers folded 
away, and old books here and there; an old great coat 
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also folded carefully across the leather-bottomed chair, | not, unless it can be shown that his parent or guardian 
near the fire. In the centre of the room stood a small | expressly acquiesced in the election. The decision of 
heavy looking round table, covered with faded green | the Supreme Court, in one of the Sergeant & Rawle’s, 
baize, and resting upon it, an old folio, closed;—a queer | establishing the point that the consent of the parent 
looking standish for writing, and a pen with untrimmed | guardian or next friend, is indispensable to the assign- 
feather, sticking therein. The Doctor was hard of ment of an indenture to a third person, bears directly 
hearing; but brisk and lively in his movement and ad- | upon this question. No arrangement or contract be- 
dress to any one having business with him, and pleasant | tween the master and his apprentice a'tering the per- 
to adegree. When spoken to, he usually lifted with a | sons to whom an apprentice is bound, can be valid, un- 
finger the corner of his wig from one ear, in listening at- | less ratified by the consent of the parent or other per- 
titude. While on the street, every one seemed pleased | son standing in loco pareniis, in writing. A parent might 
on ~_ meeeree ae light elastic step of this very re- Ae sa gg 2 oe . oon and — 
spectable old gentlemen. e capacity er; or he mi rely upon the 
He was so well known, that in his rambles from the | mutual ability of both united; it is therefore expedient 
Town, on foot, he would step in, without ceremony, at | and necessary that any vital alteration of those parties 
the first public office, which presented itself to his view, | should be sanctioned by the parent or guardian, and 
and upon his seeing any vacant desk, or writing table, | net alone by the boy, whose infancy incapacitates him; 
sit himself down, with a pleasant nod, to some one pre- | otherwise a parent might see his child transferred, on 
sent, and begin writing his letter or memorandum. One the dissolution of a firm, toa man of questionable or 
day, while thus occupied in his writing, he was suddenly | depraved morals, without the power to avert the evil. 
addressed by a very forward presuming person who | The dissolution of the partnership, therefore, abrogated 
wanted of him some medical advice gratis. Finding the indenture, the parent not consenting to the elec- 
himself thus interrupted, he lifted the corner of his wig, | tion. There is nothing in the argument, that there is 
as usual, and desired the person to repeat the question, | but a brief period of service yet unexpired, little inju- 
NS SS a ef pe 
ou advise, as the best thing, for @ pain in the breast! , ; 
The wig, hh aving dropped to its aur place, the Doc- | down will operate upon all future indentures, whether 
tor, after a seemingly profound study for a moment on | Of one or five years duration, Petitioner discharged. 
the subject, replied—Oh! aye—I will tell you my good | J. O’Daniel, esq. for the boy—J. P. Norris, esq. for 
friend—the very best thing I could advise you to do for | the master.—U. S. Gaz. 
a pain in the breast is to—consult your physician! we 
These three veterans of the city, in the science and . “. pe (CP ee =. -. 
ractice of medicine in the time of the Colonies—like ntwo months more, /weny jive years will have elaps~ 
three remaining apples, separate and lonely upon the | ed since we arrived in this village with our printing es- 
uppermost bough of a leafless tree, were finally shaken err ae the ate and os sever peprogaest 
to the ground, by the unrelenting wind of Death, and | years, the only one north west of the Allegheny river. 
thered to the ** narrow pene aaa very readily sur- | How short the period, yet how fruitful of interesting 











mised by the reader, no doubt. LANG SYNE, /|events—Empires, kingdoms and states have arisen in 
different quarters of the globe, and again vanished, 

COMMON PLEAS. scarcely leaving avestige as a memento of their exist- 

Commonwealth, on the rela- ence. “In the political concerns of our state and national 
tion of Geo. R. Fisher, Important question of | confederacy, parties and factions have had their day— 
v3. Apprentice-law. their ups and downs—all affording additional proof of 

Josiah W. Leeds. the mutability and transient character of every thing ap- 


This was a writ of habeas corpus, directed to Mr. | pertaining to this life. Our village at that time consisted 
Leeds, commanding him to bring up the body of Geo. | of afew scattered tenements, or what mght properly be 
R: Fisher, an alledged apprentice to him, to learn the ‘termed huts. It is now surpassed by few, if any, in 
trade of a Tailor. The petition set forth, that on the ' West Penasylvania, for its numerous, commodious, and 
13th day of February 1827, George R. Fisher was | in many instances, beautiful dwelling houses, churches, 
bound to Messrs. Leeds & Campbell, copartners, or the | academy, court house, with a splendid edifice for a col- 
survivor of them, for the term of two years from the | lege; all affording pleasing evidence of the enterprize, 
2d day of Jan. then next ensuing, to learn the art, | the taste and the liberality of its inhabitants. Then we 
trade and mystery of a tailor; and in case of a dissolu- | were without roads, nothing but Indian paths by which 
tion, he was to have the right of election or choice of | to wind our way from one point to another. Now turn- 
which of the said copartners he would serve, &c. fol- | pikes and capaciousroads converge to it from every quare 
lowing the usual form in such cases; that the said part-|ter. Then the mail passed between Pittsburg and Erie 
nership was dissolved on the 20th of February last; | once in two weeks—now eighteen stages arrive and de- 
that since that time, Mr. Campbell, without the peti- | part weekly. Then we had not unfrequently to pack 
tioner’s knowledge or consent, assigned to his former | our paper on horseback, upwards of 200 miles, on 130 
partner, the present defendant, all his right, title and | of this distance, there were but three or four houses-~ 
interest, in the said indenture; and that the petitioner | now, however, thanks to an enterprising citizen of the 
would elect and prefer to serve the other partner. Un.- | village, it can be had as conveniently as could be desired. 
der this assignment, the defendant held the boy as his | Our country is marching onward.—Crawford Mess. 
articled apprentice. Much conflicting testimony, as to 
whether the boy had elected to serve Leeds, was pro-| The jury trial in the Mayor’s Court, terminated on the 
duced on both sides; and the question before the court | 24th inst. During the session 108 bills were returned 
was, whether, in law, he had aright soto hold him, | by the grand jury, of which number 73 were returned 

After argument, and a week’s advisement, the | ‘true bills’ and 35 Sgnoramus’—47 cases were tried. 
opinion of the court was delivered by ———————— 

Kine, President:—The defendant has no right to} Printed every Saturday morning by William F. Ged- 
hold the boy, and he must be discharged. The privi- | des, No. 59 Locust street, Philadelphia; where, and at 
lege of election is secured to him by the indenture.— | the Editor’s residence, No. 51 Filbert street, subscrip- 
‘To make the election or choice valid and binding, it | tions will be thankfully received. Price five dollars per 
must be done with the consent of the parent or guar- | annum——psyable in six months after the commencement 
dian. There is a doubt created by the evidence offered | of publication—and annually, thereafter, by subscribers 
in this case, whether the boy did or did not elect his | resident in or near the city—or where there is an agent. 
preference, but it is immaterial whether he did or did | Other subscribers pay in advance. 
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